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Dear neighbors and guests,

Mentor City Council
Seated: (L-R) Janet A. Dowling – Councilperson At-Large;  
Sean P. Blake – President of Council, Councilperson, Ward 1; and  
John A. Krueger – Vice-President of Council, Councilperson, Ward 4
Standing: (L-R) Ray Kirchner – Councilperson At-Large;  
Mark T. Freeman – Councilperson, Ward 3;  Scott J. Marn – Councilper-
son At-Large; and Matthew E. Donovan – Councilperson, Ward 2.
Council meetings are held the first and third Tuesday at 7 PM at the Mentor 
Municipal Center.  Meetings are open to the public.  To reach a member of 
city council call (440) 974-5755 or email citycouncil@cityofmentor.com.
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Best Regards,
Kenneth J. Filipiak | Mentor City Manager

On behalf of the Mentor City Council and our dedicated administrative staff, I am 
delighted to present the 2025 Mentor City Magazine.  Inside, you’ll find valuable infor-
mation about city services and resources to serve as a reference throughout the year.

Mentor is a great place to live, work, and visit, thanks to the strong foundation 
laid by our predecessors as well as the thoughtful leadership of city councils past and 
present.  We take our responsibilities seriously, and endeavor to constantly find ways to 
provide for a better Mentor today and in the future. 

I hope the stories in this edition offer insight into the people and places that make 
our city a special place to call home.  To our visitors, we wish you a pleasant stay!

To our residents, thank you for your support.  It is a pleasure to serve you.

NEED A ROOF?

W W W . S A V A N T R O O F I N G 2 4 7 . C O M

• ROOFING
• SIDING
• VENTILATION

440-832-9100

• GUTTERS
• DOORS
• REPAIRS

Northeast Ohio’s #1 Home Exterior Specialists
Serving Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake Counties

Insurance Claims Accepted

Text or Call for Appointment

33544 Lakeland Blvd.
Eastlake, OH 44095

@savantroofing247

STOP
YOUR ROOF 

LEAKS
NOW!

TO SCAN
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• CHIMNEYS
• SKYLIGHTS
• WINDOWS

Quality You Can Trust

WELCOME
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A lot of great things are happening in Mentor, thanks 
to careful planning and sound fiscal strategy.  What’s 
the recipe for Mentor’s sustained success, and what 

can we expect in the near future?
Back in the 1950s, civic leaders recognized the impor-

tance of establishing a strong economic foundation while 
balancing the needs of residents and commerce.  To provide 
services, you need a tax base.  To build a tax base, you need 
business.  To attract business, you need a workforce.  To 
attract a workforce, you need amenities.  And so, the cycle 
continues.

While some long for the “good old days,” the truth is that 
communities can prosper by evolving with the times—or 
face decline.  Mentor has redefined itself several times 
throughout its history.  Once a sleepy little town, it’s now 
known across the state as a retail and manufacturing hub. 
One spark for this transformation was a shopping center 
that sprouted from a strawberry field.

The Great Lakes Mall has served millions of northeast 
Ohio shoppers since opening with fanfare in 1961.  Its 
presence spurred retail growth along Mentor Avenue and 
residential development for those seeking nearby amenities. 
Despite the strength of Mentor’s retail sector, the future of 
the mall is uncertain.  While it has remained vibrant for over 
60 years by adapting to consumer demand, the reality is that 
as shopping habits change, so do the needs of the communi-
ty.  City leaders will continue working with businesses and 
property owners to address these needs.

Recently, there’s been renewed talk about bringing manu-
facturing back to America.  In Mentor, “Made in America” 
is nothing new.  The city is home to over 300 manufacturers 
serving diverse markets, forming the backbone of our com-
munity.  Each year, our industrial corridor produces over Cont’d on page 6

• Fire sprinkler systems 
• Basement waterproofing 
• High pressure water jetting 
• Sewer inspections & cleaning
• Back-flow installation & testing 
• Hot water & steam heating systems
• Gas, water & sewer lines repair & install
• D.O.T. certified for gas leak repair & install

440.278.4151 • www.sbroccoplumbing.com

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
J.R. SBROCCO PLUMBING

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Mentor’s industrial corridor

New kayak and concession stand at Mentor Lagoons

Mentor
Built on a Solid Foundation

$2.5 billion in shipped goods around the world.
Mentor’s legacy of manufacturing innovation began with 

the Hart Nut & Washer Company, established in 1868 on 
Station Street.  Though short-lived, the company’s space 
fueled innovation for the next 150 years, serving as a 
launchpad for dozens of businesses, including global health 
leader STERIS, founded here in the 1980s.  Today, STERIS 
is valued at $22 billion and employs over 18,000 people 
worldwide.

Mentor’s continued success is rooted in careful planning 
for the future.  This year, the city is engaging in the 2025 
Comprehensive Land Use Update, which will chart its path 

Laser 
Personalization 

Center
7633 Mentor Avenue

440-525-5551  |  www.mosacks.com

Quality, faith-based items for special occasions, 
holidays, churches and everyday use.

 Bibles | Jewelry  
Books | Mugs 

Statues | Artwork 
Greeting Cards 

Much More!

10% 
OFF

with this ad
(MCM 2025)



6  |  2025 Mentor City Magazine

for the next 20 years.  The participation 
of those who live, and work here is 
crucial to this plan’s success.  You can 
help shape Mentor’s future by learning 
more at helpshapementor.com.

The goal is to ensure Mentor remains 
a great place to call home, offering 
residents a high quality of life through 
public safety, convenience, and ame-
nities, including our extensive park 
system.  Mentor boasts over 1,200 acres 
of protected green space, with 15 parks, 
including the recently acquired nursery 
property reimagined as Springbrook 
Gardens Park.

Springbrook Gardens was one of 

many nurseries along Heisley Road 
during Mentor’s “Rose Capital” hey-
day.  In 2014, the longtime owners 
decided to move on and gave the city 
the chance to purchase the 52-acre 
property. 

There’s no point in buying it if you’re 
not going to do anything with it.  The 
city has spent the past decade trans-
forming this flat, sandy parcel into 
what you see today with native plants 
on meandering moundings, a paved 
walking path, restored wetland area, 
expanded pond, playground, picnic 
areas, and the beautiful Springbrook 
Gardenhouse.

Protecting Mentor’s unique natural 
splendor is key, as is providing sus-
tainable public access.  The Mentor 
Lagoons Nature Preserve and Mari-
na, acquired in the late 1990s, spans 
450 acres and sits next to the Mentor 
Marsh.  This land had been eyed by 
developers for over a century, nearly 
becoming a harbor, steel mill, boatel, 
racetrack, housing development, and 
finally a marina. 

It seems like a scheme was always in 
place. 

In the 1960s, salt tailings dumped in 
Black Brook, which feeds the adjacent 
Mentor Marsh, destroyed what was 
once a wetland forest.  A generation 
of Mentorites grew up thinking the 
reed grass that overtook the marsh was 
native, when it was actually an invasive 
species.

The Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, along with the city of Mentor 
and other partners, has worked to clean 
up the marsh and restore native spe-
cies.  This ongoing effort has revitalized 
biodiversity at every level. Flora, fauna, 
and insects have returned at a rate 
unseen in over 60 years.  The marsh, 
already a critical stopover for migrating 
species, is now even more vital. 

The nature preserve features diverse 
geologic features—lakefront, marsh, 
upland forest, and more.  Walking 
trails have drawn visitors for decades, 
and recent improvements include an 
ADA-accessible boardwalk, viewing 

Cont’d on page 8

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR CONSULTATION

(440) 205-5750

Our laser and surgical procedures are designed
to transform - all in a luxury setting. 

Book your personalized consultation with Dr. Vanek
today.

SCAN TO VIEW
BEFORE & AFTER

PHOTOS

 
TRUSTED BY

THOUSANDS OF
PATIENTS ACROSS
NORTHEAST OHIO

Summer appointments are filling fast - call today!

What is now known as the 
Matchworks Building has been 

home to a number of Mentor-based 
startups including STERIS.

A SOLID FOUNDATION
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platform, paddle sports facilities, and a concession stand.  
This past May, voters approved a new 92-foot observation 
tower, which will offer views of both the marsh and Lake 
Erie from its location along the marsh rim.

There’s more: the city is actively engaged in finding ways 
to combat shoreline erosion at the preserve to protect this 
precious ecological asset.  Leaders are working with partners 
on the state and federal level to find a solution to this long-
term problem.

Black Brook Golf Course is another example of the city’s 
commitment to protecting green space. The course was 
established over 100 years ago as the Mentor Headlands 
Country Club (see page 22).  The city purchased Black 
Brook in 2005 and immediately went to work improving it.  
Today, the course plays as well (or better) than it did when 

DG Branch Tavern c. 1815–1902

Explore what’s next for you!
Find community with new friendships, take a 
class, join us for happy hour or relax on your 
porch. Discover modern style, individualized 
comforts and exceptional amenities that help 
you live the life you deserve...and bring out the 
best in you. 

Whether you seek independent or supported 
living, Jennings has a residence for you. 

Start your next chapter here!

Follow us: JenningsOhio

(440) 279-9400 | www.jenningsohio.org
Brecksville | Chardon | Garfield Heights | Maple Heights | Shaker Heights
A premier provider of residences and services, founded by the Sisters of the Holy Spirit.

Jennings is also a great place to work! 
Discover why we are an employer of choice.

A SOLID FOUNDATION

Bertie Way first designed it. 
We value these public spaces today with the hope that 

future generations will be able to enjoy them, but we also 
entrust future leaders to make the right decision for Mentor 
a hundred years from now. 

What’s needed today may not be what’s needed tomorrow. 
A perfect example is DG Branch’s tavern, built in 1815 at 

the northeast corner of Mentor Avenue (then Buffalo Road) 
and Center Street.  The township’s first framed building 
served as a post office before being demolished nearly 80 
years later to make way for a library.  That library moved to 
its current location at Nowlen and Center Streets in 1960 to 
accommodate a mill/corner store.  The mill became a gas 
station, the gas station became a drug store, and the drug 
store became a medical building.  That’s a lot of change in a 
century.

Over just the past 60-years, Mentor has evolved from a 
farming community into a manufacturing and retail center. 
Who knows what tomorrow will bring?  Our goal is to keep 
Mentor a great place to call home.  Preserving Mentor’s past 
is important but so is giving future generations the opportu-
nity to redefine their needs and sustain our city’s success—a 
core philosophy of city leaders since Mentor’s incorporation 
in 1963.

Next year, we’ll celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 
American experiment.  Our first settlers would be aston-
ished to see how far we’ve come.
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Celebrating Mentor’s 
culinary diversity 

one plate at a time
Mentor’s culinary scene is as vibrant and varied as 

the people who call it home. From family-run spots 
serving generations-old recipes to modern kitchens 
blending global flavors, the local dining landscape 
offers something to satisfy even the pickiest of eaters!  
Whether you’re craving rich spices from across the 
globe, comforting classics, or inventive fusion dishes, 
you’ll find no shortage of delicious options.

This is not a comprehensive guide to every great 
place to eat—we’d need a book for that.  Instead, we 
are spotlighting five standout restaurants (plus short 
profiles of six more) that capture the spirit of our 
city’s food culture.  Each one offers not only excep-
tional meals but also a story worth sharing.

These are just a few of the many culinary gems 
waiting to be discovered. So grab your fork (or chop-
sticks), and let’s explore some of the tastes that make 
our community unique.

~Articles and photos by Sophia Filipiak  
(except Jackpot Street Food)

Photo credit: iStock/myasinirik

TASTES OF MENTOR
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Painesville natives Rick and Kristen 
Coleman have owned and operated 
restaurants in Lake County since 2015.  
In 2016, they launched the popular 
Jackpot Chicken food truck and recent-
ly, celebrated the one-year anniversary 
of Jackpot Street Food at

What started off as a ghost kitchen 
has evolved into multiple signature 
brand concepts served out of their 
Mentor location, including Jackpot 
Street Food, Jackpot Chicken, Munchies 
Mac, and the Quesadilla Company. 

And their efforts have been met with 
great success.

“So far, the community’s support has 
been great.  We got a lot of people from 
local businesses looking for something 
different than fast food for lunch,” says 
Rick.

Why did they choose Mentor?
“We wanted to stay in Lake County, 

and this is a hot area,” says Kristen, “it’s 
centrally located so DoorDash delivers 
to neighboring communities.”

They also chose their location due to 
its proximity to Mentor’s commercial 
corridor as well as their home.  The 
couple lives in Mentor and are heavily 
involved with local youth organizations 
as well as school events and programs.

Jackpot’s journey started off with 
their signature wings, but the diversity 
of their menu offerings has helped fuel 
their growth. 

“We’re known for our wings but our 
loaded mac & cheese, and quesadil-
las have been really taking off,” adds 
Kristen.

“If you’re not a wing person, that’s 
okay, you can grab a sandwich.  If you 
want something a little healthier, we 
have salads and wraps as well,” says 
Rick.

When asked about their own favorite 
menu items, Rick says with a laugh, 
“The apple cinnamon barbecue or the 
pineapple habanero wings – it depends 
on how much I want to burn.” 

Kristen’s personal favorites include 

the buffalo quesadillas, mac & cheese, 
or loaded fries.

The couple’s vision as well as their 
commitment is clear, as is their appreci-
ation for the support they’ve received.

“There are a lot of food options in 
the area and people have a choice of 
where to spend their dollar and the fact 
that people choose to spend it with us, 
means a lot,” says Rick, “We can’t com-
pete with price, but we can certainly 
compete when it comes to quantity and 
quality. When you purchase from us, 
you’ll usually have enough for another 
meal.” 

Scooter’s World Famous Dawg House 
is the ultimate french fry lover’s dream.  
Known for its hilariously large portion 
sizes, Scooter’s has been a popular casu-
al dining site for the past 25 years. 

Emily Blauman, owner of Scooter’s, 
explains that her brother, Michael Blau-
man, purchased the restaurant ten years 
ago after owning several businesses in 
Geneva.  She took over the business 
three years ago.  When asked why the 
family chose to invest in a Mentor 
restaurant, Emily exclaimed that “Men-
tor is just booming!  The citizens of 
Mentor are what make our restaurant 
great.  We have such a great following 
of people who love and support Scoot-
er’s.”  Located near Headlands Beach, 
Scooter’s is a popular place for beach-
goers to grab a quick bite to eat or some 
refreshing ice cream on a hot day.

On an average day, Scooter’s deep 
fries 500 hot dogs.  Their menu 
includes classic American fast food op-

tions, like burgers, hot dogs, ice cream 
and more.  Emily jokes that Scooter’s is 
not “fast food,” but rather “good food 
fast.”  Scooter’s also provides healthier 
options like salads and wraps.  They 
will be offering Dole whip this summer 
as a vegan option.  There is a menu item 
to satisfy everyone’s palate.

“People love the quality of our food 
and our portions,” says Emily.  “We 
have a ‘family fry’ that feeds 10–12 
people.”  Many diners are shocked 
to see what constitutes a “small fry,” 
which resembles a heaping mountain of 
hand-cut potato wedges.  These massive 
portions are the reason so many people 
keep coming back.  Not only are these 
portions economical because they can 
be shared by multiple people, but they 
are also humorous.  Photos of Scooter’s 
fry portions have garnered quite a bit of 
attention on social media. 

Emily explains that the heart of 
Scooter’s is their wonderful customer 

service, with staff members “approach-
ing every customer with a smile on 
their face and asking people how their 
day is.”  Scooter’s is open on a seasonal 
basis, typically opening its doors in 
March and operating through most of 
September.  You will definitely want to 
add a trip to Scooter’s World Famous-
Dawg House to your summer to-do list!

Jackpot Street Food
8630 Mentor Avenue • 440-290-0030

Scooter’s Dawg House
9600 Blackbrook Road • 440-354-8480

Rick & Kristen Coleman
Owners, Jackpot Street Food

Emily Blauman
Owner, Scooter’s Dawg House

TASTES OF MENTOR
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Some special occasions demand a 
more sophisticated atmosphere and 
this fine dining destination does not 
disappoint!  Noosa Bistro, an elegant 
establishment with intense flavors and 
a diverse menu, is celebrating its 30th 
anniversary this year. 

Rob Stanovsek, the owner and 
founder of Noosa Bistro, is proud to be 
serving premium cuts of steak and high 
quality seafood to loyal customers who 
can’t get enough even after three de-
cades.  To keep a fresh rotation of flavor 
profiles, Noosa Bistro’s menu changes 
three times a year.  Stanovsek explains 
that some popular menu items are 
permanent due to customer demand.  
“If we take the salmon off the menu, 
people complain,” Stanovsek jokes. 

There are several reasons that Noosa 
Bistro has remained a Mentor staple for 
so many years.  “We’ve been around a 
long time and people know what they’re 
going to get.  We’re very consistent,” 
remarks Stanovsek.  The quality of the 

food and the integrity of the recipes 
remains the focus of everyone involved 
in the restaurant’s operation.  Restau-
rant-goers can always rely on their 
favorite dish tasting the same. 

“I don’t cut corners on the seafood 
and the meat that we buy.  We use one 
of the best meat providers in the area.  
We always get fresh seafood, never fro-
zen,” says Stanovsek.  This philosophy 
ensures that the food quality will never 
decrease.  Noosa Bistro’s specialty dish-
es, like rack of lamb, are complimented 
by a variety of soups, appetizers, and 
limited dishes that change daily. 

“What distinguishes us now is that we 
are one of the few upscale dining places 
in the area, explains Stanovsek.  If Men-
tor citizens are looking for a place to 
show off their new suit or gown, Noosa 
Bistro is the perfect place to comple-
ment any refined occasion.  For those 
on a budget, happy hour specials are 
available throughout the week. 

While he now lives in North Carolina 

with his wife, Stanovsek still looks for-
ward to his visits to Noosa Bistro and 
feels confident that his business is in the 
most capable hands. “Every time I go 
there to sit and have a meal it’s always 
wonderful,” says Stanovsek.  Noosa Bis-
tro remains a classy and reliable piece of 
Mentor’s dining culture. 

Anthony Zappitelli’s story begins 
with something simple yet profound— 
a love of food.  A family man who loves 
his community, Zappitelli has been pas-
sionate about sharing his Italian cuisine 
with Mentor’s residents for over four 
decades.  The friendly faces at Zappi-
telli’s are renowned for their delicious 
recipes and warm hospitality. 

Why was Zappitelli’s founded?  “It’s 
the love of food,” explains Zappitelli.  “I 
love food.  I love to eat.”  For 42 years, 
Zappitelli’s has been serving authentic 
Italian dishes to fellow food lovers who 
share this passion.  “I knew Mentor was 
the place to be,” says Zappitelli.  He is 
excited to have his establishment reside 
in such a vibrant area that is home to so 
many adventurous eaters. 

Zappitelli’s serves homemade pizza, 
pasta, sandwiches, soup and more.  “I 
make the best meatballs around,” pro-
claims Zappitelli, whose meatball dishes 
have become infamous throughout 

Mentor for their bold flavor.  Zappi-
telli’s sauce is a staple of the restaurant 
and gallons upon gallons are cooked 
fresh each day.  This rich, flavorful 
sauce makes Zappitelli’s stand out from 
the competition and is always in high 
demand. 

“We buy the best ingredients we can.  
You’ve got to buy good stuff.  We buy 
the best tomato products.  I buy the best 
cheese I can find,” explains Zappitelli.  
“That’s the secret to my success.  You 
start out with good stuff, you make 
good stuff.”  Zappitelli’s high quality 
entrees speak for themselves. Diners 
can be rest assured that the chefs at 
Zappitelli’s invest nothing but the best 
into each meal.  They do not believe in 
sacrificing the integrity of a good meal 
by cutting corners to maximize profit.  
Everything is crafted with authenticity 
and heart. 

“We’re a family-oriented restaurant,” 
says Zappitelli, who reflected on his 

mother coming into the restaurant 
to help every single day for 25 years.  
Many of his employees have become 
like family and have chosen to re-
main at the restaurant for more than a 
decade.  Zappitelli’s family has always 
been directly involved in his business 
and continues to be an inspiration in 
every recipe.  Zappitelli hopes to share 
his delectable dishes with Mentor res-
idents for years to come. You can taste 
his “love of food” in every bite! 

Shannon Russell Rivera
Chef, Noosa Bistro

Anthony Zappitelli

Noosa Bistro
9500 Diamond Centre Drive • 440-953-1088

Zappitelli’s
9570 Mentor Avenue • 440-352-1185

TASTES OF MENTOR
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Michele Powers • Manager, Primoz Pizza

Primoz Pizza
9520 Diamond Centre Drive • 440-352-1352

Whether you are hungry for robust 
ribeye steak or prefer controversial 
pineapple chunks, you can find just 
about any pizza topping at Primoz Piz-
za!  Primoz Pizza is the prime location 
for Mentor’s adventurous eaters.  With 
40 different signature pizzas to try, 
there is a unique flavor combination to 
please everyone! 

Primoz Pizza is a family-operated 
company with four locations.  The 
Mentor location, owned by Charles 
Franklin and Andrew Loconti, distin-
guishes itself as one of the city’s most 
unique pizza joints.  Franklin decided 
to invest in the Primoz brand after it 
was founded by his childhood best 
friend.  Franklin’s cousin, Michele 
Powers, is the manager at the Mentor 
Primoz Pizza. 

There are dozens of pizza restaurants 
in Mentor, so what makes Primoz Pizza 
stand out?  “It’s the variety of pizzas,” 
says Powers.  “Our vegan menu is the 

most unique thing here.”  Of the 40 
specialty pizzas offered, 16 of them are 
vegan, making Primoz Pizza a more 
inclusive dining establishment for peo-
ple with dietary restrictions.  Primoz 
Pizza’s creative creations give extra flair 
to the menu, which rotates items every 
so often to keep things fresh.  Powers 
knows the recipe for all 40 pizzas by 
heart.  One of their most popular piz-
zas, the Lake Erie Monster, has over 10 
toppings, including pineapple chunks 
and black olives.  As strange as these 
topping combinations sound, they keep 
the restaurant occupied with countless 
orders from hungry customers.

“It’s family owned and operated,” 
explains Powers. “Some of the staff are 
family and some of the staff are random 
strangers who became family.” 

Cleanliness is prioritized at Primoz 
Pizza, which prides itself on keeping the 
kitchen as tidy, organized, and bacte-
ria-free as possible.  “You can literally 

eat off our floor,” Powers jokes.  Speedy 
service and spectacular, handmade 
food keep customers coming back time 
and time again.  Powers reflects on her 
time as manager at Primoz Pizza.  

“I love the fast pace.  I love being 
super busy.  I love the rush,” states Pow-
ers.  There is rarely a slow moment at 
Primoz Pizza.  Give your taste buds that 
rush by visiting Primoz Pizza today!

TASTES OF MENTOR
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Nonna T’s
Restaurant

7345 Center Street
440-290-8418

A cozy, family-run Italian eatery 
offering modern takes on classic 
dishes.  Favorites include made-
from-scratch tortellini in home-
made cream sauce, pesto gnocchi, 
seafood pasta, and pizzas. Guests 
enjoy a warm ambiance and at-
tentive service.  Reservations are 
recommended due to the intimate 
dining space.  Nonna T’s food is 
complemented by fine wines and 
craft cocktails. 

Federales 
Burrito Grill

8787 Mentor Avenue 
440-290-0448

Federales Burrito Grill offers a  
vibrant, fast-casual dining experi-
ence with customizable burritos, 
tacos, bowls, and quesadillas.  
Specialties include Mexico City 
street tacos, spicy burritos, and 
quesabirria. 

The menu features fresh ingredi-
ents, diverse proteins, and house-
made salsas. You can also enjoy 
margaritas, sodas, waters, and 
desserts.

Tommy’s 
Old Fashioned Subs

7671  Mentor Avenue
440-975-1570

Tommy’s Old Fashioned Subs 
is a family-owned sandwich shop 
renowned for its generous, freshly 
made subs, salads, and friend-
ly service.  Since 2008, they’ve 
offered a variety of hot and cold 
sandwiches and wraps, including 
favorites like the Super Chicken 
Philly and Hot Italian, all crafted 
with fresh, quality ingredients. Add 
chips and a cookie to complete 
your meal.

TASTES OF MENTOR

Celebrating  55 Years 
in  Northeast  Ohio

Established 1970  
Mentor | 6303 Center Street      Concord | 8245 Auburn Road

(440) 951-5511      www.fi orittodental.com
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(440) 373-7997 
www.family1stcleaners.com

Woman Owned
Established 2024

Giving you 
back your 

time
We tailor our services 
to suit your needs and 
wants so each clean is 

customized to you!  

Contact us today 
to learn more!

Kuhar’s
8030 Broodmoor Road 

440-951-1000
Kuhar’s Carryout has been serv-

ing authentic Euro-soul comfort 
food since 1975.  This family-run 
spot offers hearty dishes like  
wiener schnitzel, Hungarian  
goulash and stuffed cabbage, 
all made fresh daily.  Known for 
generous portions and friendly 
service, Kuhar’s is a local favorite 
for takeout and catering.  Try their 
homemade strudel just like the 
ones from their grandmothers’ 
kitchens.

Austin’s Grill
8748 Mentor Avenue

440-701-6318
Austin’s Grill is a family-owned 

steakhouse renowned for its hard-
wood-grilled meats and scratch-
made dishes.  Hand-cut steaks, 
smoked ribs, and fresh seafood are 
all prepared over a wood fire.  The 
restaurant offers a cozy atmo-
sphere with a welcoming bar and 
various seating options.  Guests 
praise its flavorful cuisine and 
attentive service, making it a local 
favorite. 

Blue Fin Asian Fusion 
Hibachi & Sushi Bar

8820 Mentor Avenue
440-290-7383

Offering a vibrant blend of sushi, 
hibachi, and Asian fusion cuisine. 
This family-owned restaurant is 
celebrated for its creative rolls like 
the Tokyo and Alaska, as well as 
flavorful hibachi dishes such as 
steak, shrimp, and chicken.  Guests 
can also enjoy Thai favorites like 
Yakisoba noodles and Swimming 
Crispy Duck.  Kids menu and lunch 
specials available.  Dine-in or carry 
out. 

TASTES OF MENTOR
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The 128,000 sq. ft. complex is one of the largest facilities of its kind in 
northeast Ohio and includes an indoor soccer field, basketball, tennis, 
racquetball, and pickleball courts, golf simulators, an open concept fitness 
center, indoor and outdoor swimming pools, cardiovascular and weight 
training areas, group exercise rooms, a childcare room, an outdoor play-
ground, and other amenities.

Members can enjoy a variety of year-round programs and activities. 
Family and individual annual membership plans are available for both 

residents and nonresidents.  Memberships can be paid in full or through  
a payment plan.  Single-day admission is available for $10 per person.  
Nonmembers can also participate in recreation programs at the MCRC.

Eligible seniors can enjoy the benefits of the rec center with a free 
membership through United Healthcare’s Renew Active program.  Inter-
ested parties are encouraged to contact their health insurance provider for 
details.  SilverSneakers programs are still hosted exclusively at the Mentor 
Senior Center.

Hours of operation are Monday–Friday from 5:30 AM–10 PM, Saturday 
from 7 AM–9 PM, and Sunday from 8 AM–6 PM.

The Mentor Community Recreation Center is located at 6000 Heisley 
Road.  For membership rates, terms, and additional information, please 
visit www.mentorrec.com, email RecCenter@cityofmentor.com, or call 
(440) 205-3608.                                                                     ~Photo: city of Mentor

Mentor Community 
Recreation Center

Year-round programs and activities

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!
 a family owned 

& operated business

Licensed, bonded & insured | Ohio license #17708

EDWARDS 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.

Your best choice for state-of-the-art, high 
quality, and reliable heating and cooling 

systems. Founded in 1928, Armstrong Air is 
one of the oldest and most respected manu-
facturers of residential and light commercial 

heating and cooling products in the U.S.

Mentor Area:
(440) 255-3940

Grand River Area:
(440) 350-1401

Euclid Area:
(216) 531-1721

Mentor
Grand River

Euclid

To learn more about us or for a list of our services visit: 
www.call-edwards.com



Congratulations
Class of 2025

Once a Cougar, Always a Cougar

Open Houses - Oct. 26, 2025 & March 25, 2026
Shadow Days Begin Sept. 16, 2025
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Duplex Ultrasound for DVT/ Vein Mapping
Endovenous Laser Treatment
Endovenous Radiofrequency Treatment
Ultrasound Guided Sclerotherapy
VeinGogh Treatment for Spider Veins
Surface Vein Laser Treatment
Ambulatory Phlebectomy
** Most insurances accepted.

Call Today to Schedule an Appointment!
(440)853-8208 

Dr. David G. Smith, M.D., RPVI

Services Offered:

7536 Fredle Dr.
Concord, OH 44077
www.smithveininstitute.com

BEFORE AFTER

Board Certified Cardiovascular Disease
Diplomate American Board of Venous
and Lymphatic Medicine

ACCEPTING NEW

PATIENTS!

Fitness. Community. Results.

7266 Commerce Dr., Mentor
440-376-1512

team@aimperformancetraining.com

AIM
PERFORMANCE TRAINING

NEW GROUP CLASS MEMBERS
 $30 for 30 Days!

Join our high-energy group workouts. No pressure —
come sweat with us no matter your fitness level!

★ Gym memberships
★ Group classes
★ Personal training
★ Speed & strength training

A comprehensive plan (“comp plan”) is a guidebook for 
the city, looking 20 years or more into the future of land use 
and how the city should evolve.  The last comprehensive 
plan was adopted by city council in April 2011.  The city of 
Mentor is excited to prepare an updated comp plan that will 
preserve what residents and businesses value, enhance what 
needs to be improved, and create opportunities that will 
address what the city is missing from a land use and zoning 
perspective.

The 2025 Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update will 
build on the Housing Study completed in 2024 and focus on 
an analysis of commercial and industrial zoned areas of the 
city where development or redevelopment opportunities ex-
ist.  This review process will also factor in how current eco-
nomic conditions will influence future development trends.  
This comprehensive review will result in the establishment 
of practical land use policy statements and goals and zoning 
code strategies that will guide development decisions for 
many years to come.

For the plan update to be successful, it must also be 
driven by the vision and values of the 
people that live and work here.  There 
will be opportunities throughout this 
plan update for public engagement, 
from attending community open 
houses to completing an online sur-
vey.  A steering committee has also 
been formed that is comprised of city 
leaders and community stakeholders 
who will offer guidance and partici-
pate in the plan review process.  

Visit helpshapementor.com to 
find out how your input can make a 
difference.

For specific questions on the 
project, please contact the Planning 
Department at (440) 974-5740 or 
planning@cityofmentor.com.

~Photo: city of Mentor

Help shape 
Mentor’s future

Your input is needed for the 
comprehensive plan

Mentor CityFest
August 15 & 16, 2025
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The city of Mentor is praised for 
its low crime rates and overall public 
safety.  Mentor residents have a great 
appreciation for what it takes to keep 
their community safe and family 
friendly.  This would not be possible 
without incredible efforts from the 
Mentor Police Department (MPD), led 
by Chief Ken Gunsch, who has worked 
for MPD for 32 years. 

The Mentor Police Department is 
one of the most effective law enforce-
ment organizations in Lake County.  
“We strive to be leaders in the law 
enforcement community.  We are 
supported well by city administration, 
providing us with the equipment we 
need to perform our job.  But our 
officers are the best resource we have 
to accomplish our mission” explains 
Gunsch.  His team of officers are 
reliable, well-trained and always 
give 100% in every situation.  Police 

Protect and Serve
Mentor Police:  Keeping us safe

Is it Time For In-Home Care?
Want to Become a Caregiver?

Serving Northeast Ohio!

440.494.8156
seniorcareneo.com
info@seniorcareneo.com

recruitment has been steadily increas-
ing over the past few years.  “We have 
a strong recruitment campaign effort 
to let people know we are hiring, 
to attract the best and most diverse 
candidates. This includes recruiting at 
local colleges and police academies” 
says Gunsch.  Mentor police officers 
attend training throughout the year to 
keep them current on all emergency 
situations.  Some of these programs 
include advanced drug recognition, 
drivers’ training, active shooter train-
ing, first aid kit and CPR, and more. 

MPD’s equipment and resources are 
constantly evolving to meet the needs 
of ever-changing safety concerns.  Last 
year, all police body cameras were 
replaced with the newest technology 
available.  Recently, a new armored 
vehicle was ordered for the SWAT 
team.  The department’s newest officer 
is a German shepherd named Ares, 
who began his service in April.  K9 
Ares was bred in Poland and recently 
made the long trek to Mentor to start 
his new career.

The MPD also engages with Mentor 
citizens on a regular basis through 
community outreach programs like 
Junior Police Academy, which guides 
seventh-, eighth-, and ninth-graders 
through various educational training 
classes.  Citizen Police Academy is a 
program for adults who want to learn 
more about how law enforcement 
operates.  Social media and open 
house events give locals a view into 

the departments that exist to preserve 
their safety.

Gunsch offers some advice to Men-
tor citizens who aspire to keep our 
community safe.  “See something.  Say 
something,” Gunsch exclaims.  “We’re 
here to serve the community and work 
together to identify problems and 
address the issues.  When something 
unusual or suspicious is happening call 
us so we can respond. At times, people 
hesitate to call law enforcement when 
they witness suspicious activity for a 
variety of reasons.  However, making 
a simple phone call could potentially 
save lives, interrupt a crime in prog-
ress, or prevent a crime from occur-
ring.  We all have a role in keeping the 
community safe.

~Article: Sophia Filipiak / Photos: city of Mentor 

Above: Mentor patrolman Dan Radigan at 
the annual safety forces open house.

Upper left: Officer Terry Wurgler with the 
department’s newest officer, Ares.

SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS 
HAVE A FRIEND IN MEACO 

www.meaco.us
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In the case of a medical emergency 
or natural disaster, having the neces-
sary resources and a competent team 
is essential in achieving a positive 
outcome.  The Mentor Fire Depart-
ment is always evolving to meet the 
ever-changing needs of the communi-
ty in a dedicated effort to provide the 
best emergency services. 

Fire Chief Ron Zak has been in the 
fire service for over 30 years.  In those 
decades, Zak’s experience has earned 
him the leadership skills necessary to 
run a successful public safety opera-
tion.  He prioritizes continuous train-
ing initiatives to ensure that Mentor’s 
first responders are working to their 
full potential.  “It’s a great opportunity 
to dabble in different things and be 
more proficient in our work,” says Zak.  
Some training programs include haz-
ardous materials, dive team protocols, 
technical rescue, and more. 

The Mentor Fire Department also 
offers public education and commu-
nity outreach.  CPR classes are offered 
to both individuals and businesses in 
corporate settings.  Fire extinguish-
er training utilizing a fire trailer can 
prepare people to face emergency 
situations with confidence and possi-
bly prevent a tragedy.  Mentor Safety 
Village is an educational program 
designed to teach third-graders about 
personal safety.  “I feel we are pretty 
well rounded with all the opportuni-
ties we provide,” says Zak. 

All the equipment utilized by 

To The Rescue
Mentor firefighters are always up to the challenge

Mentor Fire Department is extremely 
modern.  The city purchases a new 
frontline fire engine every other year.  
“Being that our oldest is only 11 years 
old, we are in a good position,” Zak 
explains.  Mentor’s oldest ambulance 
is only five years old.  Given that 95% 
of fire department calls are for EMS, 
the Mentor Fire Department invests 
heavily into these vehicles with hopes 
that they will last six to seven years.  
“We are fortunate with the number of 
resources we have,” says Zak. 

Mentor operates five fire stations 
to cover the city.  Land has been 
purchased, and architectural design 
is underway for a new Fire Station 
3 to be located at the intersection of 
SR-84 and Plaza Boulevard.  “The big 
focus on this station will be training,” 

explains Zak, whose hope is to have 
four or five bays in the garage along 
with six individual bedrooms for first 
responders to rest while on duty.  A 
training tower with a stairwell and a 
balcony, as well as different props for 
search and rescue, will play an import-
ant role in the structure and purpose 
of the building.

The Mentor Fire Department con-
tinues to grow in efficiency with each 
passing year.  “The main focus on the 
job is taking care of the community 
and any needs they may have,” declares 
Zak.  No matter the challenge, Men-
tor’s dedicated first responders are 
always ready to surge toward danger 
and uncertainty to keep their commu-
nity safe.

~Article: Sophia Filipiak / Photo: city of Mentor 

State-of-the-art equipment is a key to keeping Mentor residents safe.

EXPERIENCE THE MENTOR 
LAGOONS BY PADDLE!

HOURLY RENTALS 
Memorial Day through Labor Day.

mentorlagoons.com
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36855 Ridge Road | Willoughby, Ohio 44094 | ohioliving.org

Call 440.942.4342 to 
learn how you can make 
Ohio Living Breckenridge 
Village your home today!

HOME
STARTS
HERE

Independent Living

Assisted Living

Skilled Nursing

Rehabilitation
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In 1920, the Williams Murphy 
Company of Cleveland, Ohio 
began marketing their brand-new 

development, Mentor Headlands Park, 
for those seeking summer homes.  The 
50’ x 150’ home sites could be had for 
as little as $400.  A few years later, they 
expanded their plans by envisioning 
a year-round development which in-
cluded beach access as well as country 
club membership offering bathing, 
tennis, golf, and more.

The Mentor Headlands Country 
Club opened as a private nine-hole 
course in September 1924 and hosted 
its first championship a month later, 
which was won by Donald McBride, 
a well-known Mayfield player, who 
scored an 80 after circling the course 
twice. 

Course designer Bertie Way was 
not thrilled with the conditions at the 
time.  He felt that it was rushed as the 
course was seeded just that June, and 
several holes in use were considered, 
in his words, “temporary affairs.” 

Originally intended as an 18-hole 
course, the developers assured him 
that the next nine would be ready by 

1925.  Way wasn’t so confident and he 
knew what he was talking about.  For 
those unfamiliar with him, he was a 
renowned course designer in his day 
whose body of work also included the 
south course at Firestone Country 
Club, the Mayfield Country Club, and 
the Country Club of Detroit.  He even 
designed the old Euclid Golf Club 
and taught the game to owner John D. 
Rockefeller. 

Way’s vision finally came to life in 
1928 when the new nine were finally 
added and the course was reconfig-
ured to his liking.  It was described by 
leading players and newspapermen 
as “scenic and wooded” and “said to 
be one of the finest in the [Cleveland] 
district.”

One member was the most popu-
lar athlete the city of Cleveland had 
known at the time: baseball great 
Napolean “Larry” Lajoie. 

“Lajoie hits a golf ball just like 
he does a baseball,” said club head 
professional Ralph Weidenkopf, “and 
how that ball does travel!  His drives 
are tremendous, and though his short 
game isn’t anything extra, he scores 

mighty well.  We’ve never had much 
success getting him into tournaments, 
but I’m pretty sure he’ll play on our 
team.” 

They finally got him into tourna-
ments, and he won the club champi-
onship in 1928.  It would be the first 
of many tournament wins.  But they 
couldn’t get him on the club team.  Al-
though he was listed on the roster for 
the Cleveland District Golf Associa-
tion championship in 1929, he did not 
participate. 

The Great Depression hit in Octo-
ber 1929 and the country club went 
into bankruptcy that winter.  It was 
purchased by E.N. Mathews of Mentor 
and reopened the next spring as the 
Black Brook Golf Club which operated 
until 1938. 

In 1951, the course was purchased 
by Floyd Hopkins and reopened as the 
semi-private Black Brook Golf Course. 
Hopkins gave local golf pro Bob Shave, 
Jr., 49% ownership in the venture to 
come on board.  They, and their heirs, 
would go on to run the course for the 
next five decades. 

In the 1960s, a new clubhouse was 

Black Brook Golf Course
Welcoming golfers for more than 100 years
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constructed, and the course was rerouted.  The original first 
hole is where hole 6 is today and other minor changes were 
made as well.

In the 1990s, the partners were thinking of moving on.  
The city had long had an interest in purchasing the course 
and had made a number of overtures, but the ball really 
started rolling in November 2004. 

A phone call was made, an offer was submitted, a coun-
teroffer followed, and a deal was quickly struck for $6.25 
million with two stipulations: 1) the city would agree to 
operate the golf course for at least five years, and 2) the full-
time staff would be retained for at least one year. 

Upon hearing the news, a local developer offered an extra 
$1 million the next day.  The group declined, citing the 
verbal agreement with city leaders.

Legislation was passed and the city took possession of the 
course in February 2005.  

City Parks and Public Works crews got to work immedi-
ately on drainage, tree work, path improvements, and more 
throughout the course. 

Current course manager and PGA pro Tim Ausperk has 
been with Black Brook since 1990, and he says the support 
provided by the city to make improvements has been tre-
mendous.  Playability and aesthetics have been improved, 
and the course looks as good as it’s ever been. 

A state-of-the-art practice center was added in 2012 with 

Black Brook Golf Course cont’d

all grass tees, bunkers, and other features, that attract golf-
ers from across the region who are looking to improve their 
game.  That addition led to growth in classes and lessons – 
especially among kids. 

And the improvements will continue.  In 2025, the park-
ing lot will be expanded and beautified with islands, deco-
rative lighting, and the relocation of utilities underground.  
Plans for a new clubhouse are also under consideration as 
well.

Black Brook has welcomed golfers for over 100 years and 
the city of Mentor is committed to sustaining the course’s 
reputation as one of the finest around for the next century, 
as well. 

Visit www.blackbrookgolf.com to learn more or book a 
tee time.

~Photo credit: city of Mentor / PD ad image: newspapers.com

An advertisement published in the Plain Dealer in 1930.

BLACK BROOK GOLF COURSE

MENTOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2025! 
View the commencement ceremony at www.mentorschools.net.

Mentor High School o� ers 240 courses for students including honors, AP, 
career technical education, online and a wide variety of electives.  Students are also provided 

with the opportunity to participate in 100 clubs, activities and athletic teams. 
Each graduation class from Mentor High School typically gives 10,000 hours in volunteer 

time to help out with an array of community service projects bene� ting others.

Congratulations 

Facebook Framework YouTube Website
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While the city of Mentor serves its 
residents in traditional ways by pro-
viding law enforcement and admin-
istrative services, many do not realize 
that the city also offers beautiful rental 
spaces to host your special events. 
While many private rental venues exist 
within the city limits, citizens should 
be aware of other available options 
operated by the city of Mentor that are 
available for short-term event rentals. 

Mentor’s director of parks and rec-
reation, Kenn Kaminski, explains why 
these rental spaces are a great value. 
“We offer some of the most competi-
tive rental rates in the area, and resi-
dents can save even more — just show 
your ID and utility bill to unlock local 
pricing,” says Kaminski.  

The city offers six indoor venues, 
which can accommodate from 15 to 
300 people.  They also offer seven out-
door picnic pavilions for rent.  “Our 
wide range of indoor and outdoor 
venues, from intimate spaces to large 
banquet-ready halls, gives renters the 

flexibility to host events exactly how 
they envision them,” says Kaminski. 

One of Mentor’s most popular rental 
facilities, Wildwood Cultural Cen-
ter, is a 1908 mansion located in the 
heart of a 34-acre forested estate.  This 
charming, historic site is the perfect 
venue for weddings, bridal showers, 
or any special occasion that requires a 
sophisticated setting.  The tranquil at-
mosphere of Wildwood, compounded 
with its rich, historic roots, makes for 
a unique and unforgettable experience.  
It can be booked year-round, has an 
accessible patio, and features a large 
kitchen to simplify food service. 

Built in 2023, Springbrook Garden-
house is Mentor’s newest event venue. 
Rustic timber trusses and a dramatic 
central fireplace give a rustic-chic 
vibe that is an elegant reflection of the 
surrounding park. “The crown jewel 
of our facilities, Springbrook Garden-
house, offers a stunning natural setting 
that’s ideal for elegant events and 
serene celebrations,” says Kaminski. 

These properties are designed with 
guest convenience in mind.  Banquet 
tables, chairs, and parking are all avail-
able and are included in the rental cost.  
Kaminski explains that Mentor’s rental 
spaces are beautifully maintained 
and full of character.  “From picnics 
at Edward R. Walsh Park, to formal 
functions at Wildwood Cultural Cen-
ter, our facilities combine affordability, 
quality, and unmatched variety.”

For more information on renting 
from the city of Mentor and to view a 
list of available properties, visit www.
cityofmentor.com. 

~Article: Sophia Filipiak / Photo: city of Mentor 

Mentor offers rentals for your next event

Springbrook Gardenhouse
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Cooling & Air Conditioning

Heating & Furnace

HVAC Maintenance

Air Duct Inspection & Cleaning

Indoor Air Quality

Tankless Water Heaters

Call Us Today For A Free Estimate!
440.606.2035 or admin@laniganhvac.com

Locally Owned and Operated!

LIC# 48564

LaniganHVAC.com
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Those of a certain age may recall 
the tale of the Merry Prank-
sters, a group of “hippies” from 

a commune near San Francisco who 
went on a psychedelic cross-country 
adventure in an old school bus dubbed, 
“Furthur.” 

Ken Babbs was one of those who 
went along for the notorious ride and 
lived to talk about it.  It was indeed a 
long way from growing up in the small 
township of Mentor, Ohio.

“I went to Mentor schools from 
the first grade all the way till I left for 
college,” says Babbs, a 1953 graduate of 
Mentor High School.  “We lived across 
from the cemetery at Hopkins and 
Jackson streets.  That area was pretty 
much country then.  Very rural.”

Babbs, now 89, recalls how he ulti-
mately ventured so far from his roots. 
“After graduation, I went to Miami 
University [Ohio] on a basketball 
scholarship,” he says, “I wanted to get 
into their writing programs because I 
got the bug while still in high school.  I 

KEN BABBS
Mentor grad, author, and one of the 
legendary Merry Pranksters

credit my English teachers in Mentor 
for that!”

After graduating from Miami in 
1958, Babbs was accepted into grad-
uate school at Stanford University, 
where he enrolled in the creative writ-
ing program.  “I can still recall driving 
out west, headed for San Francisco, 
and ended up parked at a friend’s 
house for two weeks,” he says with a 
laugh.  “It was a freewheeling time.”

It was at Stanford that he met the 
man who changed his life and became 
his lifelong best friend.

That man was Ken Kesey. 
“He and I hit it off right away,” Babbs 

recalls. “We hung around and partied 
a lot, but we also talked a lot about 
the writing process.”  Both would 
become published authors.  Kesey’s 
most famous book, “One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest,” became a popular 
movie with actor Jack Nicholson and 
won five Academy Awards in 1975, 
including Best Picture. 

From 1958–1963, Babbs, in fear of 
getting drafted, went ahead and joined 
the Marines, and served as a helicopter 
pilot in Vietnam.  The former Mentor 
resident finished his first novel in Viet-
nam in 1963, sending Kesey chapters 
to critique. 

Then came 1964, the time of a 
seismic shift in popular culture when 
many baby boomers lived on a steady 
diet of rock music, free love (a social 
term used during the 1960s) and drugs 
like marijuana and LSD, became prev-
alent in the hippie circles.

“Kesey was living with his wife at 
Perry Lane, which was next to Stan-
ford’s golf course,” Babbs recalls.  That 
residence played a significant role in 
Kesey’s life, where he engaged in the 
LSD-laced punch bowl parties that 
became legendary.  Soon, a group of 
14 friends including Babbs and Kesey, 
painted an old school bus in psyche-
delic colors and took off from Califor-
nia bound for the New York World’s 
Fair, all while high on hallucinogens. 

The 41-day trip was filmed by the 
Merry Pranksters themselves.  “We 
had a 16-millimeter camera through 
the whole trip, and suddenly we were 
movie makers!” Babbs says with a 

Soon, a group of 
14 friends including 

Babbs, painted an old 
school bus and took 
off on what would 

become an infamous 
“trip” in more ways 

than one. 

FACES OF MENTOR



GRIFFONRAWL
COMBAT SPORTS & FITNESSSWE A T  M O R E     B L E E D  L E S S

G R I F F O N R A W LE S T   1 9 9 7

MUAY THAI     USA BOXING

BRAZILIAN JIU JITSU     JUDO


MMA     WRESTLING

OHIO-MMA.COM

6090 PINECONE DRIVE, MENTOR 
440-358-9371  ♦♦  OHIO-MMA.COM

TRY A CLASS 
FOR FREE!FREE!  

Check out our weekly schedule to the right.  
No reservation needed.   Stop in anytime and 

check out as many different programs as you’d 
like.  The first session in each program is free!  

It’s that simple.  No obligations!

Self Defense, Physical Self Defense, Physical 
Fitness, & CompetitionFitness, & Competition  

2025 Official Training Schedule
6:45–7:30 AM Women’s Cardio Hiit Fit
9:00 AM–NOON Open Gym 
9:15–10:15 AM Elder Fit
10:30–11:30 AM Morning Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
5:00–9:00 PM Open Gym
5:30–6:30 PM Junior MMA
6:30–7:30 PM USA Boxing
7:45–8:45 PM Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu

6:45–7:30 AM Women’s Cardio Hiit Fit
9:00 AM–NOON Open Gym
9:15–10:15 AM Elder Fit
10:30–11:30 AM Morning Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
5:00–9:00 PM Open Gym
5:30–6:30 PM Junior MMA
6:30–7:30 PM USA Boxing
7:45–8:45 PM Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu

8:30–9:15 AM Women’s Cardio Hiit Fit
9:30 AM–2:30 PM Open Gym 
10:00–11:00 AM Junior MMA
10:00–11:00 AM Elder Fit
11 AM–NOON Muay Thai
NOON–1:00 PM USA Boxing
NOON–1:00 PM Wrestling
1:00–2:00 PM Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu

5:30–8:30 PM Open Gym
6:00–7:00 PM Muay Thai
7:15–8:15 PM Mixed Martial Arts

5:30–8:30 PM Open Gym
6:00–7:00 PM Muay Thai
7:15–8:15 PM Mixed Martial Arts

4:00–8:00 PM Open Gym
4:30–5:30 PM  Fundamentals/Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
5:30–6:30 PM Wrestling

M
Monday

T
Tuesday

W
Wednesday

T
Thursday

F
Friday

S
Saturday
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laugh.  It was then chronicled in print 
by author, Thomas Wolfe, who fa-
mously documented their journey and 
use of psychedelic drugs in his book, 
“The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test,” in 
1968, which also became a movie. 

Once the trip was in the history 
books, most of the Pranksters drifted 
apart and Babbs married and settled in 
Oregon, where he still lives today with 
his wife, Eileen, a retired high school 
English teacher.  They enjoy a simple 
life on a six-acre farm in the foothills 
of the Cascade Mountains.  He has 
written several books including “Who 
Shot the Water Buffalo,” a novel in-
spired by his experiences in Vietnam, 
and “Cronies: Adventures with Ken 
Kesey, Neal Cassady, the Merry Prank-
sters and the Grateful Dead,” a memoir 
about his escapades and enduring 
friendship with Kesey.  

Despite all the adventures he has 
lived through, Babbs has never forgot-
ten where he came from.  Although he 
never moved back to Mentor, he did 
return when his mother passed away 

in 1991 and took some time to gaze 
around and reflect on his childhood 
here.  “Oh my gosh, the memories,” 
Babb says.  “We had a great time 
growing up in what was then Mentor 
Township.  A lot of space to roam then 
and the good schools paved my way to 
becoming a writer because of the great 
teachers we had.”

~Article by Deanna Adams
~Photos courtesy of Ken Babbs

Pictured (above): The original bus 
the Merry Pranksters drove from La 
Honda, California to New York.  It was 
abandoned on Ken Kesey’s farm in 
Oregon where it sat for decades,  
rusting and deteriorating.

In 2005, there was an effort to 
restore the original bus, but it was 
determined to be too far gone.

(Opposite page): Ken Babbs on  
his six-acre farm in Oregon.
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Longtime TV news anchor, 
Danita Harris, has been a fixture 
in our living rooms for decades 

and is well known as a staunch Cleve-
lander.

But did you know that she’s been a 
Mentorite since 2007?

“I got married in 2006 and had not 
been to Lake County much before 
that,” Harris recalls, “but then my 
husband found a house in Mentor and 
after living here, I just fell in love with 
the area.”

When she and husband, Brad Pratt, 
decided to divorce, Harris chose to 
stay in Mentor.  “I love it here; the peo-
ple are so nice and friendly and there’s 
always so much to do!”  Her son, 
Chase, now 15, attends Lake Catholic 
High School.  “He loves sports and 
loves to run,” she says, “so he’s into 
cross country but also loves to go to 
the football games.” 

It’s been a long road to get to where 
she is today.  Harris is originally from 
Chester, PA and attended the Universi-
ty of Maryland in College Park, where 

she majored in broadcast journalism.  
Clevelanders first got to know her in 
1998 on The Morning Exchange pro-
gram, which aired on WEWS Channel 
5 from 1972 until 1999.  “It was my 
first experience in live television, and 
it was great working with Fred Griffith, 
who was kind and generous, a real 
pleasure to work with.  He was exactly 
what you saw on the show.”

After that show’s cancellation in the 
fall of ’99, Harris decided to make a big 
change herself.  She moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., where she worked as a 
reporter and weekend evening anchor 
at WJLA-TV but the following year 

she returned to Cleveland.
“My parents have lived in Cleveland 

longer than I have, 35 years,” she says. 
“And I remember visiting them a few 
times and telling my mom that I would 
never live in northeast Ohio because of 
the winters,” she says, laughing.  “But 
then I came here and found the area 
wonderful.  It’s the people here who 
make it so special.  They are down to 
earth with a great sense of family and 
community.  I’ve grown to love north-
east Ohio.”

And northeast Ohio has loved her 
right back.  Her bright personality has 
been a mainstay since she returned 
to NewsChannel 5 in 1999 as news 
anchor, in which she received an 
Emmy when Good Morning Cleve-
land won Best Morning Newscast in 
2004.  Harris was also a popular host 
for Academic Challenge during the 
2006 season, the first woman and first 
African-American to do so.

After anchoring the morning show 
for six years, Harris became the eve-
ning anchor position, which she held 

DANITA HARRIS
News anchor/philanthropist puts down roots in Mentor

“I enjoy all the 
personal greetings I get 

from this community 
and when they tell me 
that I make them smile 
and laugh, that’s what 

it’s all about.” 

FACES OF MENTOR
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until March of 2020, when she opted 
to return to Good Morning Cleveland 
and News5 at noon for one very good 
reason.  “Working from 3:30–11 PM, 
gave me little time to spend with my 
son,” she says.  “Those hours take a toll 
on parenting so when the morning an-
chor left, it opened the door for me, so 
the timing was perfect!  Motherhood is 
number one to me.”  

As many now know, last year she left 
the station she worked at for 24 years 
for an opportunity to be the morning 
news anchor on GO! at WKYC, the 
morning show that airs from 4:30–7 
AM.  However, she is quick to point 
out that her years at Channel 5 were 
a blessing.  “It’s a great station and 
really helped me grow up profession-
ally.”  She remains close to her former 
colleagues, especially Rob Powers and 
Meteorologist Mark Johnson, who she 
has said “has been like my brother.”

But it’s perhaps her philanthropic 
work that she’s becoming best known 
for.  “I’ve always had a desire to give 
back, but it took a while because I had 

to first work on myself and my own 
self-esteem,” she says candidly.  She 
said her low point was in 1997 when 
she got laid off from her job and found 
herself unemployed.  “I got very de-
pressed, so I know what that feels like.” 

The memory of that dark time was 
the impetus that drove her to use her 
well-known TV personality to help 
others.  And so, in 2016, Danita started 
her nonprofit 501c3 organization, 
S.H.I.N.E., to provide women with 
practical life skills and spiritual knowl-
edge to improve their lives.  “It’s about 
empowerment, what’s in your mind, 
heart and soul, and fostering your 
relationship with God.”

She adds that her initial goal was 
to target women who were going 
through a tough time.  “But then my 
son asked, what about the boys?  And 
he was right.  So I approached [former 
Cleveland Browns player] Josh Cribbs 
to help out and he is just great with the 
kids.”  Harris launched S.H.I.N.E. Men 
of Integrity in 2023, with Cribbs as di-
rector.  She says she has many mentors 

in her life but probably the greatest 
one has been her mother.  “She’s taught 
me so many things, but she leads by 
example.  Working hard, setting goals 
and seeing the fruits of your labor.  I 
get as much back from the women as I 
give to them.”

With everything this Emmy-Award 
winning journalist does on a daily ba-
sis she still makes sure to enjoy the city 
where she lives.  When asked what she 
loves best about Mentor, she couldn’t 
pinpoint just one thing.  “Well, first, 
I love all the wonderful choices in 
restaurants, and of course, Headlands 
Beach is great to have nearby. 

She also loves going to Atlas Cine-
mas to see a movie and is often seen at 
Walgreen’s.  “I enjoy all the personal 
greetings I get from this community 
and when they tell me that I make 
them smile and laugh, that’s what it’s 
all about.” 

“All of Mentor has a really good vibe 
and I’m proud to call it my true home.”

~Article by Deanna R. Adams
~Photo submitted by Danita Harris

Established in 1990, Carver Financial is one of the largest independent financial services
offices in the country, managing over $3 billion in assets for clients globally, as of March
2025.

T: 440. 974. 0808 
7473 Center St. Mentor, OH 44060
CarverFinancialServices.com

Your Vision.
Our Priority.

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. (Member
FINRA/SIPC). Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond
James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Carver Financial Services is not a
registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial
Services.

Your vision - whatever it  may
be - is our guiding star.  At
Carver Financial ,  we see
financial planning as a
partnership designed to put
your long term goals f irst.
Always. 
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Jazzman Brian Newman wasn’t 
immediately a virtuoso the first 
time he touched a trumpet, 

but he worked hard and appreciated 
opportunities.

His first opportunity came while 
he was a student at Memorial Middle 
School in Mentor.

“I was getting in trouble in band for 
improvising,” Newman said.  “I didn’t 
know what it was back then, but I was 
taking solos over written sheet music.”

A quick jazz primer for the unhip: 
jazz—unlike, say, middle school 
orchestra compositions—features 
improvised solos.  In the right context, 
a good solo will earn you a standing 
ovation.  In the wrong setting, it’ll get 
you detention.

Instead of getting upset about 
Newman’s improv, his band leader Tim 
Yowell recognized a simmering talent.

“He said, ‘You know, Brian, you 
should really do my jazz course over 
the summer.’”

That summer ignited a lifelong 
flame.  Jazz became Newman’s goal.   
In his room, he would practice playing 
along with luminaries like Chet Baker 

and Miles Davis.
Now history is filled with artists — 

including the aforementioned Miles 
Davis — who had to disobey their 
parents to pursue their art.  It wasn’t 
that way with Newman’s folks.

Kim and Tony Newman took him to 
gigs before he had a driver’s license — 
starting at places like Arabica and Mo-
linari’s before extending his reach to 
legendary nightclubs like the Odeon.

“My parents really let me follow my 
dream and gave me the tools neces-
sary,” he said.

Speaking of tools, Brian remem-
bered lusting after a beautiful Vincent 
Bach trumpet for sale at the Sam Ash 
music store on Mayfield Road.  The 
catch, of course, was that the horn cost 
more than $2,000.

Two thousand dollars is a lot of 
money now.  It was an astonishing fig-
ure back in the 1990s.  But one night, 
his parents listened to him perform at 
a show.  He doesn’t recall the song, but 
he remembers how it made his mother 
feel.

“We’ve got to get him that trumpet,” 
she said to her husband.

Newman’s parents supported him, 
even if they were unsure about him 
leaving the University of Cincinnati to 
pursue his career in New York City.

And — in his parents’ defense — it’s 
a difficult thing to watch a beloved 
child take the road less traveled.  And 
it wasn’t as if Newman left the familiar 
arms of academia for a sure thing.

No, Newman migrated to a percolat-
ing jazz scene, but he needed to start 
on the bottom rung.  Thus began years 
of waiting tables, bartending, and play-
ing wherever and whenever he could.

“I took a lot of gigs on Craig’s List. 
I took any gig really,” Newman said of 
that era.

But he climbed by working hard and 
appreciating opportunities.

For example: It’s May 9, 2011, and 
Newman is visiting his parents in 
Kirtland Hills.  He receives a call from 
Lady Gaga, asking if he can play his 
trumpet with her that night at the  
Robin Hood Foundation Gala at the 
Javits Convention Center in Manhat-
tan.

BRIAN 
NEWMAN
Popular jazz trumpeter got his 
start right here in Mentor

Lady Gaga had a driver 
waiting for him at the 
airport and Newman 

made the soundcheck.  
Thus began 14 years 

of friendship. 

FACES OF MENTOR
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The call comes in at 9 AM.  Sound 
check is at 2 PM.  He is 450 miles away.

Newman said, “Yes.” And the answer 
changed his life.

Before we explain how, we should 
acknowledge that Lady Gaga is a 
seismic name to drop.  But Newman 
knew her both before the fame and 
“THE fame.”  He knew her when she 
was a go-go dancer with DJ Starlight at 
St. Jerome’s — a dive bar on the Lower 
East Side so divey that it could give you 
the bends when you reemerged.

And Gaga remembered that friend-
ship when she became a household 
name — sitting in with Newman’s band 
at the Oak Room and offering him gigs 
like when she sang “Bad Romance” and 
“Someone to Watch Over Me” in the 
pouring rain on The Today Show.

And that fateful night at the Robin 
Hood Foundation Gala.

Gaga had a driver waiting for him 
at the airport, and Newman made the 
soundcheck.  That night, Gaga per-
formed “Orange-Colored Sky” — a 
jazz standard made famous by Nat 

King Cole.  Afterward, Tony Bennett 
came backstage and told Gaga, “We 
should make a record together.”

Thus began 12 years of friendship, 
collaboration, and music.  Newman 
was there at the genesis, and he was 
there for what followed.  He arranged 
and performed on Gaga and Bennett’s 
first duet album “Cheek to Cheek” and 
their follow-up love letter to Cole Por-
ter, “Love for Sale.”  He joined them on 
their tour, television special, and Gaga’s 
Vegas residency, “Jazz and Piano.”

He’s also earned his stripes as 
a music director, working with 
megastars including Bruno Mars for 
The Pinky Ring in Las Vegas and Jon 
Batiste for his jazz club at Baha Mar in 

the Bahamas.
But all these glitzy names — Gaga, 

Mars, Bennett, Batiste — aren’t his 
favorite collaborator.  That would be 
his wife, Angie Pontani.  In addition 
to being a dancer, choreographer, and 
Broadway consultant, she also pro-
duced the New York Burlesque festival 
for 22 years.  They co-produce all of 
their shows together, and she’s a spec-
tacular sounding board when Newman 
is pondering a question about perfor-
mance or design.

“She’s a great producer and per-
former and I learn so much from her,” 
Newman said.

Newman’s remarkable career is very 
much unfinished.  But he’s grateful for 
the success he’s experienced so far, and 
it began with hard work and gratitude 
that he learned from his family in his 
hometown.

“That work ethic, it’s in the soil we 
all come from,” Newman said.  “It’s 
good soil.”

~Article by Jason Lea
~Photo credits: Brian Newman • by Manu Lagoteta

Newman and Gaga • by Kristin Chalmers
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Mentor 
ROCKS!

Mentor rocks each Tuesday night at 7 PM 
(and other select dates) at the Mentor Civic 
Amphitheater with awesome music, great 

food, and a ton of family fun!  This year’s amazing 
lineup features Gavin DeGraw, Uncle Kracker, Eli 
Young Band, Five for Fighting, and Vertical Horizon, 
as well as North America’s top tribute acts. 

Mentor Rocks is an all-ages event which pro-
motes a festival-like atmosphere.  In addition to 
great music, attendees can enjoy a great selection 
of food and refreshments from the area’s top food 
trucks. 

Northeast Ohio’s hottest summer concert series 
is brought to you by many great sponsors.  Admis-
sion and parking are free!  Lawn seating, so bring 
your own blankets or chairs.  No pets or outside 
alcohol. The Mentor Civic Amphitheater is located 
at 8600 Munson Road in Mentor. 

The 2025 Mentor Rocks schedule is on page 33.  
Or visit www.MentorRocks.info to learn more.

Preplanning your funeral/cremation helps avoid any 
confusion with your family and your final wishes.

Jeff Monreal 440-339-7023

1000 Mentor Avenue, Painesville

“Compassion In Your Time Of Need”

Jeff Monreal Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

5th Generation Funeral Director

Satellite Locations
Mentor • Willoughby • Willoughby Hills

JeffMonrealFuneralHome.com
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Thank you to 
our sponsors!

Some of our 
services include:
■  Hydrojetting  

(sewer cleaning)
■ Water heaters
■ Sump pumps
■ Camera inspections
■ Backflow testing
■  Toilets, faucets,  

disposals
■ Gas lines
■ Water lines
■ Drain lines
■ Shut-off valves
■ Hose bibs
■ Drain cleaning

OH PL # 46836

A reliable, trustworthy, full-service plumbing company 
440-974-7955

24/7 Emergency Services Licensed • Bonded • Insured

June 3	 20 Ride	 Zac Brown Band Tribute
June 10	 In the End	 Linkin Park Tribute
June 17	 Gavin DeGraw	 National Recording Artist
June 24	 Uncle Kracker	 National Recording Artist
July 1	 Don’t Look Back	 Boston Tribute
July 4	 E5C4P3	 Journey Tribute
July 8	 Run to You	 Bryan Adams Tribute
July 15	 7 Summers	 Morgan Wallen Tribute
July 22	 Animals	 Maroon 5 Tribute
July 29	 Live from Earth	 Pat Benatar Tribute
August 5	 Eli Young Band	 National Recording Artist  
		  w/ Opener Sophia Scott
August 12	 Five for Fighting  
	 w/ Vertical Horizon 	 National Recording Artists
August 15*	 Def Leggend	 Def Leppard Tribute
August 16*	 Queen Nation	 Queen Tribute 
August 19	 Dark Side of the Moon	 Pink Floyd Tribute	
August 26	 Living on a Bad Name	 Bon Jovi Tribute
*Mentor CityFest 

2025
Schedule

Eli Young Band • August 5

®
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think local

MENTOR

SPONSORED BY
CLASSIC CHEVROLET MENTOR
         AND

THE CHEVY NETWORK
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Mentor is a great place to live and a 
big reason for that is our park system 
which consists of 15 parks and facilities 
that draw nearly two million visitors 
each year.  Nearly 500,000 of those visit 
the Civic Center Park complex which 
includes the ice arena, pickleball courts, 
basketball courts, pool and splash pad, 
and of course, the amphitheater.

Residents may have noticed trees 
being felled in front of the skate park 
on Munson Road earlier this year.  This 
is the first step in the reimagining of 
Mentor’s most popular park.

NEW PARKING LOT & BB COURTS
A 158-space asphalt parking lot will 

be constructed this summer at the 
location of the skate park in order to 
accommodate the need for additional 
parking. 

Two new basketball courts will be 
placed next to the lot.  The current 
basketball court will be converted 
into three additional pickleball courts 
bringing the total to 18.

NEW WATERSLIDES
Construction is already underway 

on a 42-foot-tall waterslide structure 
which will consist of three separate 
chutes.  This project is expected to be 
completed sometime this summer.

NEW POOL COMPLEX
After the 2025 swim season, dem-

olition will begin on the Civic Center 
pool buildings.  They will be replaced 
by a new series of inter-connected 
structures including restrooms, locker 
areas, concessions stand, covered eating 
area, and more.  Plans also include 
expansion of the pool pad and splash 
pad area.

The pool complex will be ready to 

unveil to the public in time for the 2026 
swimming season.

The city is proud to offer our res-
idents a wide variety of recreational 
amenities and look forward to these 
improvements serving our community 
for decades to come. 

Civic Center Park
Reimagined for the future

Appliances, Electronics, Monitors, TVs, & Tires

Collection Season: Now through December 31st
Lake County Landfill & Recycling Center
2039 Blase Nemeth Rd. Painesville Twp.
Monday – Friday: 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.,
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

All personal data is securely
and professionally erased 

NO COST, FREE: Most corded and rechargeable
household electronics including
phones, computers, towers, and printers
$3 EACH: Car and pickup truck tires – no rims,
6 max. per day, up to 20”. $5 EACH: Household
appliances, flat screens/tube screens 27" and smaller,
and semi-truck tires - no rims, 6 max. per day, over 20″.
$10 EACH: Flat/tube screens larger than 27", projection
and console sets. $15 EACH: Tractor and agricultural tires,
no rims, 6 max. per day.

Household Hazardous Waste Events

May 31, 2025
September 20, 2025 
Lake County Fairgrounds
1301 Mentor Ave., Painesville Twp., 
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

ACCEPTED: Most automotive, household cleaners,
lawn, pool, unknown chemicals. Bulbs and batteries.
Aerosols, empty propane tanks, kerosene, mercury,
paints (oil-based), polyurethanes, primers and grout.
Roofing tars, shellacs, stains, thinners, turpentine
and varnish

PROHIBITED: Ammunition, explosives,
latex paint (dry it & toss it), medical waste, prescription
medicines, and smoke alarms (mail to manufacturer)

2025 Collection Calendar

PROHIBITED: Batteries, broken/bare CRTs, any light bulb, carbon monoxide
detectors, gas-powered equipment, hazardous waste, materials containing liquids,
devices containing liquid mercury (thermostats, switches, medical devices,
thermometers), PCB-containing materials, propane tanks, radioactive materials, and
smoke detectors

Photos: Renderings of the new  
waterslides, waterpark entrance and 

new interconnected structures.



cityofmentor.com  |  35  

g

• Swimming Pools
• Waterfalls & Ponds
• Overhead Roofs 
• Pergolas & Arbors 
• Irrigation Systems
• Fire Pits
• Fireplaces
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Outdoor Lighting
• Decks & Patios

BUILDING IN THE MENTOR AREA NOW

440-564-1157
wwww.hmlandscaping.com

In a modern world where preserving 
nature can be a challenge, Mentor’s 
Natural Resources Division offers 
advice on how to add eco-friendly 
features to your yard and attract polli-
nating species. 

Joel Throckmorton, a natural re-
source specialist, suggests incorporat-
ing native plants into your landscape.  
“Part of the reason so many insects 
are struggling is from people having a 
monoculture of plants with only one 
or two types of grass,” says Throck-
morton, who advocates for biological 
diversity in a healthy, natural environ-
ment.  Cultivating plants like milkweed 
attracts butterflies and other declin-
ing pollinators.  Gardeners can have 
success planting native fall species in 
the spring if they use seeds that have 
already been cold germinated. 

Throckmorton warns about the dan-
gers of planting non-native species in 

your yard as they can outcompete and 
overtake native plants.  “Invasive plants 
can be detrimental to species diversity,” 
says Throckmorton. People should 
also be cautious of the pesticides they 
choose to spray in their yards.  Many 
commercial pesticides have proven 
to be harmful to beneficial pollinator 
insects. 

Throckmorton explains that people 
can also help pollinators by “being 
aware of what you’re doing with your 
leaves.” Important pollinator species 
often hibernate and lay their eggs in 
leaf litter.  Many people collect and 

dispose of leaf piles in the fall, but by 
throwing out these leaves, you may be 
throwing away pollinators and eggs 
that are overwintering. 

Bird-lovers can do their part in 
helping Mentor’s feathered friends stay 
healthy by ensuring that bird baths are 
kept clean.  Throckmorton explains 
that stagnant water can harbor diseases 
that harm birds.  Bird baths with 
flowing water generally attract more 
birds and are more sanitary.  A drip 
system or flowing water feature can be 
installed next to a pollinator area for 
the benefit of birds and other wildlife.

By making simple changes to their 
garden, residents can do their part to 
foster a thriving ecosystem and protect 
Mentor’s natural resources.  Visit www.
mentornature.com for a list of native 
plants to add to your garden and a list 
of plants to avoid. 

~Article: Sophia Filipiak / Photo: city of Mentor 

Tips on how to add eco-friendly features to 
your yard and attract pollinating species
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BRING 
ON THE 
FUN!
There is always something to do 

in Mentor.  The city is known for the 
wide array of recreation opportunities 
available including programs, activities, 
and events.  

In fact, the city hosts over 40 events 
each year for all ages and interests. 
Here are some of the most popular that 
you’re going to want to circle on your 
calendar. 2023 Mentor CityFest

Proudly Serving
Our Clients
In Mentor
Trust. Integrity. Mutual Respect.
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co.
is a national wealth management firm committed to
client-first service and providing the investment advice
you deserve.

7322 Center Street | Mentor, OH 44060 | P 440-205-5200  | TF 855-205-0829

benjaminfedwards.com
2024-0619 Exp. 03/31/27   Member SIPC

Peter Ferrante, CFP®
Branch Manager

Managing Director – Investments
Discretionary Portfolio Management

Ted Rigo
Senior Vice President – Investments

Corey Sarosy, CFP®
Vice President – Investments

Jim Duralia
Vice President – Investments

BRING ON THE FUN
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
Celebrate Independence Day at the amphitheater with a free con-

cert by E5C4P3 (Journey tribute) followed by a spectacular 
25-minute fireworks display.  Grounds open at 5 PM. 

Music starts at 7 PM.  Fireworks at 9:50 PM.  Popular 
local food trucks will be serving their festival favorites. 

A selection of beers, wines, and sparkling beverages 
will also be available for sale. Visitors are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs or blankets. Coolers are welcome.  

No No pets, glass containers, or outside alcohol, permitted.

MENTOR ROCKS
The popular Mentor Rocks summer concert series is held Tuesday 

evenings, June 3 through August 26, from 7–9 PM at the Mentor Civic 
Amphitheater.  This year’s schedule includes national recording artists 
Gavin DeGraw, Uncle Kracker, Eli Young Band, Five for Fighting, and 
Vertical Horizon, along with the nation’s best tribute bands. 

Mentor Rocks is an all-ages event which promotes a festival-like at-
mosphere each week.  In addition to great music, attendees can enjoy a 
great selection of food and refreshments from the area’s best food trucks.  
The venue features lawn seating, so bring your own blankets or chairs. 
Outside food is permitted.  No outside alcohol—coolers will be checked 
at the gate.  No pets.  Admission and parking are free of charge.  Grounds 
open at 5 PM  The Mentor Civic Amphitheater is located in Mentor Civic 
Center Park at 8600 Munson Road.  See schedule on page 33.  More info 
at www.mentorrocks.info. 

WILDWOOD 
ARTS & WINE FEST

Join us for the Wildwood Arts & Wine 
Fest on Saturday, June 21, from noon–5 PM 
on the beautiful grounds of the Wildwood 
Cultural Center.  Come to Wildwood Park 
for a day filled with art, music, wine and 
more!  This outdoor event features over 
65 gallery-style booths filled with vendors 
from every medium of fine art, fine craft 
and specialty foods lining the wooded estate 
grounds.  Savor a glass of wine from several 
local wineries!  Musical entertainment and 
food trucks round out the day’s festivities.  
$2 admission at the door.

Alt-rock hitmaker Five for Fighting 
and special guest Vertical Horizon 

will appear Tuesday, August 12.

8229 Tyler Blvd., Mentor
www.northcoastrecycling.com 

440-943-6968

Northcoast Shredding 
& Record Center

O� ering document shredding services 
for businesses and residents since 1994

Northcoast Shredding 
& Record Center

INVESTMENT INCENTIVES

ADVANCED SITE SELECTION

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
ASSISTANCE

MentorMeansBusiness.com 
(440) 974-5736

BRING ON THE FUN



38  |  2025 Mentor City Magazine

There is always time for one last 
summer bash!  Mentor CityFest  
returns to Mentor Civic Center Park 
on Friday, August 15, from 5–11 PM 
and Saturday, August 16, from noon–
11 PM.

This two-day, family-friendly fes-
tival is packed with activities, games, 
entertainment, food and more!

Enjoy live music on the Mentor 
Civic Amphitheater stage Friday night 
with Def Leggend and Saturday night 
with Queen Nation.

The CityFest Kids Zone is bigger 
and better than before with giant 
inflatables and interactive games for 
kids of all ages.  Civic Center grounds 
will be filled with bounce houses, giant 
slides, a warrior dash, 70’ obstacle run, 
rock wall, zip line, an extreme tram-
poline, and a mobile ninja warrior 
course.

The Adult Zone features a beer trail-
er, cornhole and other party games as 

well as the return of axe throwing.
Mentor CityFest will feature all-day 

interactive entertainment and activi-
ties including strolling performers, the 
“Fest Money” game, plus community- 
sponsored activities and games.  Festi-
valgoers can also visit with a number 
of local businesses, service organiza-
tions, and nonprofits, that call Mentor 
home in the popular Main Street tent.

Be sure to come hungry!  With over 
20 food vendors on-site, we will have 
every type of festival food that your 
taste buds desire including favorites 
like sausage sandwiches, funnel cakes, 
and lemonade as well as unique sweet 
treats and everything in between.

Learn more at www.mentorcityfest.
com. 

Schedule is subject to change.  Ad-
ditional information on these events 
and more can be found online at www.
cityofmentor.com/events. 

~ Photo credits: city of Mentor

MENTOR CRUISE-IN
Mentor’s annual car cruise was first 

held in 2002 and attracts upwards of 
800 vehicles and 2,500 spectators each 
year.  All cars are welcome, from clas-
sics, street racers, vintage RVs from 
the 1990s, to Scooby Doo’s groovy 
van, and more!  This year’s event will 
be held on Saturday, August 9 from 
10 AM–2 PM at Mentor Civic Center 
Park.  Preregistration is not required.   
Free admission and parking.  No dogs, 
alcohol, inline skates, or bicycles.  
Learn more at www.mentorcruisein.
com. 

TUNES AT THE 
LAGOONS

Enjoy “Tunes at the Lagoons” as 
some of the area’s top local bands 
bring live music to life at the Men-
tor Lagoons Marina from 7– 9 PM 
two Fridays per month this summer. 
Attendees can also enjoy food and 
refreshments from local food trucks 
weekly, as well as a selection of beers 
and wines for those 21 and over. 
Admission and parking are free.  The 
Mentor Lagoons Nature Preserve 
& Marina is located at 8365 Harbor 
Drive.  Visit www.tunesatthelagoons.
com for schedule and additional infor-
mation. 

MENTOR CITYFESTMENTOR CITYFEST

BRING ON THE FUN

WHERE FRIENDS  BECOME FAMILY
2 1 6 - 4 8 1 - 8 4 1 4  E X T .  2 8 5  •  A D M I S S I O N S @ V A S J . C O M

Visit us at VASJ.com to learn more about 
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School!
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Shopping local in Mentor isn’t just 
about convenience—it’s about building 
a stronger, more resilient community. 
When you choose to buy from local 
businesses, you’re making a powerful 
economic impact.  According to na-
tional studies, for every $100 spent at a 
locally owned business, approximately 
$68 stays in the local economy.  That’s 
compared to just $43 when you shop at 
national chains.  In a thriving commu-
nity like Mentor, that difference adds 
up quickly.

Local businesses in Mentor support 
jobs, pay local taxes, and often reinvest 
profits into community improvements, 
youth programs, and events.  Wheth-
er you’re buying fresh produce from 
the Mentor Farmers Market, picking 

up gifts from a boutique on Mentor 
Avenue, or dining at a family-owned 
restaurant, your money circulates 
throughout the city—supporting ev-
erything from schools to parks to city 
services.

Shopping local also brings unique 
character to our town.  Small business-
es provide one-of-a-kind products and 
personalized service that big-box re-
tailers simply can’t match.  They reflect 
the spirit and diversity of Mentor and 

help maintain the community charm 
that attracts both residents and visitors 
alike.

Additionally, local shopping reduces 
the need for long-haul shipping, which 
helps minimize environmental impact. 
That means supporting your neighbor-
hood shop is also a green choice.

In Mentor, shopping local isn’t just 
a feel-good decision—it’s a smart one. 
Every dollar spent here helps build a 
stronger city for today and the future. 
Choose local.  Choose Mentor!

On pages 40–42, we present nine 
diverse Mentor businesses that provide 
a variety of products and services.  Be 
sure to give them a try and let them 
know you learned about them in  
Mentor City Magazine!

8653 Mentor Avenue
Mentor, Ohio 44060

(440) 255-4068
www.CalvettaBrothersMentor.com
Hours: Mon–Thur 10–6, Fri & Sat 10–5

SHOP MENTOR
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Alko Sewing
7511 Mentor Avenue, Mentor 

(440) 951-3435
www.alkosewing.com

Alko Sewing Center has been 
serving the northeast Ohio sewing 
community since 1973.  As an au-
thorized dealer for Janome, Broth-
er, Elna, and Handi Quilter, Alko 
offers a wide selection of sewing 
machines and accessories.  They 
provide expert repair services for all 
machine brands and models, with 
free estimates and no appointment 
necessary.  Alko also hosts sewing 
classes and a sewing club, catering 
to enthusiasts of all skill levels.  

Transforming Lives Through Healthy Skin 

Olivia Arballo
DO

Rachel McKernan
MPAS | PA-C

Jorge Garcia-Zuazaga
Founder and President

 8140 Norton Pkwy., Ste. #220
Mentor, Ohio 44060
 833.279.SKIN (7546) 
apexskin.com

Short Wait Times • Same Day Appointments • Care for All Ages

Dermatology | Aesthetics

Atlas Cinemas
Great Lakes Stadium 16

7860 Mentor Avenue, Mentor
(440) 974-2200

Diamond Center 16
9555 Diamond Center Dr., Mentor

(440) 352-8822
www.atlascinemas.net

As the largest, independently 
owned theater chain in northeast 
Ohio, Atlas Cinemas is on the 
forefront of technology to give its 
customers the best theater expe-
rience.  Enjoy movies in luxurious, 
oversized-style seating and full 
recliners with surround-sound and 
large screen digital presentation.

Bleil’s Secret Garden
8612 Mentor Avenue, Mentor

(440) 255-2308
www.bleilssecretgarden.com

Bleil’s Secret Garden is family 
owned and operated proudly 
serving the Mentor area.  They 
are committed to offering only the 
finest floral arrangements and gifts, 
backed by service that is friendly 
and prompt.  

Specialty services provided in-
clude: tropicals, plants, silk arrange-
ments, dried floral arrangements, 
an extensive gift line, gourmet and 
fruit baskets, gift baskets, greeting 
cards, candles, European/dish gar-
dens, contemporary and traditional 
arrangements, and more.

SHOP MENTOR
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Little Mountain Ltd.
7560 Mentor Avenue, Mentor

(440) 946-5028
www.littlemountainltd.com

Little Mountain carries a large se-
lection of winter sports equipment 
and clothing for downhill skiing, 
snowboarding, and cross country 
skiing.  Ski and snowboard tuning 
services, bootfitting, lease pro-
grams, and trips are also offered.

Family-owned and operated 
since 1983, they have served out-
door enthusiasts with exceptional 
service and quality products.  Their 
group of friendly, knowledgeable 
staff work hard to provide custom-
ers with the highest quality services 
and products.

CW Trains
8815 East Avenue, Mentor

(440) 479-1450
www.cwtrains.com

CW Trains, LLC is a dedicated 
model train shop specializing in 
postwar Lionel trains from 1945 to 
1969.  Founded by brothers-in-law 
Brian McCloskey and Scott Klein, 
the store offers a curated selection 
of engines, rolling stock, and acces-
sories, all inspected and restored to 
working condition. 

CW Trains also provides repair 
services and the shop is always 
buying postwar trains.

Duncan Plumbing
9401 Mentor Ave #324, Mentor 

(440) 974-7955
www.MyDuncanPlumbing.com

Duncan Plumbing is a local, cus-
tomer-focused plumbing company 
known for delivering quality work-
manship and outstanding service—
without the pressure of upselling 
or pushing unnecessary services.  
Services include drain cleaning, 
sump pumps, water heaters, back-
flows, fixture repair or replacement 
and more. 

They are an Ohio licensed full- 
service plumbing company with 
24/7 emergency service.

LAKE METROPARKS FARMPARK 
8800 EUCLID CHARDON RD. 

KIRTLAND, OH

 Ohio Wine Producers Association

Vintage Ohio Wine 
Festival
August 1 & 2, 2025 

Noon-9 pm Each Day
$39 in advance
$45 at the gate

VIP $75 in 
advance only

Advance tickets 
sold online at 

OhioWines.org 

Award-Winning Wines • Live Music 
Scrumptious Food • Artisans/Shopping

Cooking Demonstrations 
Wine Education Sessions  

Souvenir Wine Glass • VIP Ticket Allows 
Additional Access to VIP Area From 
2PM To 6PM Each Day, Where You 

Can Enjoy Hors D’oeuvres, Gold Medal 
Wines, and Live Music

The Midwest’s Wine, Food and Music Festival

There is no cost or obligation to meet with us!
Licensed and certified with MULTIPLE insurance carriers.

Turning 65       Retiring       Social Security      Disability

See us on Channels 3 & 5 and you can hear me on WKKY 104.7

Aimee R. Butler
Licensed Insurance Agent

Aimee R. Butler
440-946-3944
216-396-7590

Let us educate you about your options:
Confused about Medicare?

medicareplansneo.com

KAZ COMPANY
9169 Mentor Ave

Mentor, OH 44060
(inside Cross Country Mortgage)

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage

 Part D Prescription Drug Plans

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we
represent up to 11 organizations which offer up to 165

products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-
MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program

(SHIP) to get information on all of your options. For
accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings call

216-271-4800 or TTY users use 1-877-486-2048.

We do not offer every plan available in your area.  Currently we 
represent up to 11 organizations which offer up to 165 products in your 

area.  Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State 
Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.  

For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings call 
216-271-4800 or TTY users use 1-877-486-2048.

SHOP MENTOR
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Individual life, health 
and dental plans.

Carl Purpura
Over 34 Years Experience

440-479-2619
cpurpura10@gmail.com 

Need 
Insurance?

SHOP MENTOR
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USA.POWERYOGACOLLECTIVE.COM

W h e n  Y o u  M e n t i o n  T h i s  A d .

7501 Mentor Ave, Suite 101,
Mentor OH

Welcome to YOUR new yoga
home, Power Yoga Collective

Mentor.

Our practice is open to ALL
levels and everyBODY.
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SWEAT.
DISCOVER.
TRANSFORM.

Mentor Blinds
8900 Mentor Avenue, Mentor

(440) 975-1958
www.mentorblinds.com

For over 30 years, Mentor Blinds 
(family-owned and operated) has 
specialized in quality, custom 
window treatments, all available in 
a wide variety of colors, patterns, 
materials, and operating systems.

Their friendly and experienced 
staff will come to your home or 
business to take accurate mea-
surements for your new shades or 
blinds.  All jobs are completed by 
their own trained and professional 
installers.  Featured brands include 
Hunter Douglas, Graber and Alta 
Window Fashions.

Terriaco Suits 
& Tailoring

8837 Mentor Avenue, Mentor
(440) 974-9119

www.terriacos.com
Specializing in both custom and 

ready-to-wear suits, they offer a 
wide selection of formal attire, 
including slacks, shirts, jackets, and 
shoes. The store provides expert 
tailoring, alterations, and private 
fittings, ensuring each garment fits 
perfectly.  Known for personalized 
service and quality craftsmanship, 
Terriaco Suits & Tailoring is a trust-
ed destination for all your wardrobe 
needs. 

Store with Style
8250 Tyler Blvd Ste E, Mentor

(440) 974-8201
www.storewithstyle.net

Store with Style creates custom 
storage and cabinets to fit your 
household needs.  They can assist 
you in reclaiming space in your 
home, and maximizing storage.

Being a dealer for RedLine Ga-
rage Cabinets and Closet Systems, 
they have the means to give you 
the ideal storage system. They can 
organize any room in your home, 
including your closets, mud rooms, 
pantries, laundry rooms, garage 
and any other area needing some 
TLC.



cityofmentor.com  |  43

The city of Mentor employs over 500 individuals in full-
time, part-time, and temporary/seasonal positions.  We 
offer competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits 
package for full-time employees.

From police officers to firefighters, and camp counselors 
to lifeguards, the city requires a wide range of skill sets that 
translate into many different types of job openings.  Wheth-
er you’re looking for a first job or have years of experience, 
the city of Mentor is looking for you.

Our Public Works Department employs skilled laborers 
and often requires a CDL or other certificates and qualifica-
tions to operate heavy machinery – but on the other hand, 
there are also job openings which only require a high school 
diploma or GED.

The Mentor Community Recreation Center is looking to 
expand programming and has dozens of available positions 
that are ready to be filled.

Each year, the Mentor Civil Service Commission accepts 
applications for written exams to establish eligibility lists for 
positions at the Mentor Fire Department and the Mentor 
Police Department. 

Temporary/seasonal jobs are posted year-round but 
increase greatly in February and March as the city looks to 
fill summer positions.  Park maintenance workers, cashiers, 

We’re (always) hiring!
Join our team!

wait staff, greenskeepers, camp counselors, lifeguards, and 
event staff, are just some of the positions that are required 
to staff the city’s parks and recreational facilities.

The city of Mentor is an equal opportunity employer.  
Job postings are updated regularly and full descriptions, 
including requirements, hours, and salary are posted at  
www.cityofmentor.com/employment.

Contact us today for a free estimate.
844-395-4101

info@citywidesolutionsinc.com

Residential & Business Security Systems
Fire & Burglary 

with installation & monitoring
Video Surveillance Systems

Gate Automation 
Access Control

Parking Revenue Control Systems

www.citywidesolutionsinc.com
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Mentor Public Schools exemplify a 
commitment to academic excellence, 
career readiness, and holistic student 
development.  Serving nearly 6,800 
students, the district offers a compre-
hensive educational experience that 
prepares learners for success in college, 
careers, and beyond.

Academic excellence 
and innovation

Mentor High School boasts a robust 
academic program, including Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) courses and 
the College Credit Plus initiative, al-
lowing students to earn college credits 
early.  The district’s Career Technical 
Education (CTE) programs, provide 
specialized training in fields such as 
allied health, fire academy, welding, 
and criminal investigation.  These 
programs offer hands-on experiences, 
industry-recognized credentials, and 
college credits, ensuring students are 
well-prepared for their future endeav-
ors. 

To further support career readiness, 
Mentor Schools have introduced Ca-
reer Academies, including the Aviation 
Academy and Young Professionals 
Academy.  These academies integrate 
practical skills with academic learning, 
bridging the gap between education 
and the workforce. 

Support for gifted students and 
students with special needs
The district’s Gifted Program offers 

a continuum of services, including dif-

ferentiated instruction, honors classes, 
and specialized programs for students 
in grades 3–12.  This approach ensures 
that gifted students receive the appro-
priate level of challenge and support to 
thrive academically and socially. 

Mentor CARES (Cardinal Autism 
Resource and Education School) 
serves students aged 6–22 with autism 
from ten school districts.  The program 
focuses on academics, behavior, social 
skills, communication, and indepen-
dent living, providing individualized 
support to help students succeed. 

Arts, athletics, and 
extracurricular activities

The district offers a vibrant arts pro-
gram, with students participating in 
choirs, bands, orchestras, and theater 
productions.  The Fighting Cardinal 
Marching Band, comprising nearly 200 
students, has earned superior ratings 
at state competitions and performed 
at prestigious events like the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

Athletically, Mentor High School 
competes in the Greater Cleveland 
Conference, offering 22 Division I 
sports.  The school has a history of 
success, including state championships 
in boys basketball and girls track and 
field. 

Extracurricular activities are 
abound, which is a big part of help-
ing make sure the children in our 
community receive the well-rounded, 
high-quality education they need.  

Community engagement 
and student well-being

Mentor Public Schools prioritize 
student well-being through an array of 
initiatives, which you can learn more 
about by reading the district’s Qual-
ity Profile report.  The district also 
emphasizes community service, with 
students participating in events like 
Make a Difference Day and food distri-
bution partnerships, fostering a sense 
of civic responsibility. 

Technology integration
Recognized as a member of the pres-

tigious, nationwide League of Innova-
tive Schools, Mentor Schools provide 
all K–12 students with personal learn-
ing devices, facilitating individualized 
instruction and access to digital curric-
ula in an age-appropriate manner.  The 
district’s engagement with Project Lead 
the Way enhances STEM education, 
offering students hands-on experienc-
es in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.

Mentor Public Schools offer a for-
ward-thinking and safe educational 
environment that nurtures academic 
achievement, personal growth, and 
community involvement, preparing 
students for a successful future.

~Article submitted by Mentor Public Schools

Preparing students for a successful future

8674 Mentor Ave., Mentor 
(440) 974-8600

backyardfeeding.com
Hours: Mon–Sat 10–5

• Seeds and feeds
• Houses

• Baths
• Hanging equipment
• Special gift ideas

Quality products for wild 
birds, squirrels and all other 

little backyard critters 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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Laketran is moving Mentor residents of all ages
Laketran continues to be a vital transportation resource 

for Mentor residents, providing reliable, affordable, and 
accessible travel options that connect the community to 
work, education, healthcare, shopping and recreation.

Dial-a-Ride - In 2024, Laketran provided 113,000 Dial-
a-Ride trips in Mentor.  This on-demand, door-to-door 
transportation helps seniors, people with disabilities, and 
others access work, the Mentor Senior Center, medical 
appointments, local shopping, restaurants, parks, and 
community events. 

Cardinal GO - One of Laketran’s newest initiatives is the 
Cardinal GO program, launched in partnership with Mentor 
Public Schools.  Mentor High School students can now get 
around town on Laketran’s Local Routes completely free 
of charge with a Cardinal GO pass.  Last year the program 
provided over 1,500 rides, helping students get to after-
school jobs, internships, and extracurricular activities—
supporting both their academic and personal development.

Local Routes - With Laketran’s central hub located at 
Great Lakes Mall, Mentor residents have six local bus lines 
to help get around town.  Laketran offers free transfers 
between routes to get anywhere in Lake County for one 
affordable fare.

Mentor Park-n-Ride - For downtown commuters,  
Laketran’s Park-n-Ride service from Mentor to downtown 

Cleveland offers a stress-free alternative to daily driving. 
With over 30,000 trips taken annually, residents use this 
service not only to commute to work but also to enjoy 
taking in a Guardians, Browns, or Cavs game using 
Laketran’s popular Sports Express. 

Whether it's getting to a job, a game, or just getting out to 
enjoy the day, Laketran is proud to provide transportation 
solutions that support the diverse needs of the Mentor 
community.  With a strong commitment to service and 
accessibility, Laketran is here to help Mentor residents and 
businesses—one ride at a time.

~ Article and photo submitted by Laketran

D & S
Heating and Cooling

Enterprises, Inc.

When you hire D&S Heating and Cooling 
Enterprises, Inc., you’re working with a full-service 
HVAC contractor service with the experience 
and expertise required for all your needs.

Keep comfortable with

heating & cooling
experts from Mentor
WHO YOU CAN TRUST!

AC | FURNACE | REPAIR | REPLACE | MAINTENANCE

(440) 413-8317
dandshvac@yahoo.com

www.hvaccontractormentoroh.com

Call or 
email us 
for a free 

quote! 

FULL MAINTENANCE 
Furnace & AC
$200 per year

Mentor resident, Judy Lustik, 87, gets picked up from volunteer 
training at Board of Elections by Laketran driver Lisa Phelps.  

Lustik has relied on Laketran to work the polls for many years.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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Lake County Department of Job and Family Services
Assisting Lake County families with a variety of needs

The Lake County Department of Job and Family Services 
(JFS) provides support and assistance throughout Lake 
County through a variety of programs and services.  The 
agency strives to provide services in a manner that 
recognizes and preserves individual rights and 
responsibilities so that families, children, and 
adults are able to restore, maintain, or improve 
their capabilities for self-support and family 
life. 

Public assistance programs include Ohio 
Works First cash assistance, SNAP (food assis-
tance), Prevention, Retention, and Contingency 
(PRC) funds, childcare assistance, and an array of 
medical programs.  Program eligibility varies and 
is based upon state and federal requirements. 

Additionally, OhioMeansJobs Lake County oper-
ates out of the JFS building and provides workforce 
services to employers and job seekers, including assis-
tance with resumes and interviewing, computer tutorials, 
and many other services at no cost. 

The Child Support Enforcement Agency is responsible 
for the collection and enforcement of administrative and 
court-ordered child support payments.  

The Child Support Division assists families and children 

in meeting their diverse child support and other related 
needs in order to promote self-reliance, family stability, and 
child safety.  The division assists with interstate enforce-

ment, location services, and paternity establish-
ment via genetic testing. 

The Children and Adult Services Division 
provides protective services to children and 
vulnerable adults, age 60 and older. A 24-hour 
hotline is available to the community to report 
concerns of abuse, neglect, and exploitation.  

The division works with children and their fam-
ilies or the vulnerable adult to alleviate safety 

concerns and stabilize the situation.  Additionally, the 
division recruits and certifies foster homes.  There is a 

significant need for foster homes in Lake County.  
If you are interested in learning more about be-
coming a foster parent, please call (440) 350-4218.

Please visit www.lakecountyohio.gov/jobs-family-
services/ to discover additional services offered by the  
Lake County Department of Job and Family Services. 

Pictured: Posey is the mascot for the Children Services  
Division.  She represents a fun, carefree, happy child,  

which is the hope for all of the children in Lake County.

~Submitted by Lake County Department of Job and Family Services

gracechurchmentor.org 6883 Reynolds Road • Mentor, OH 44060 • 440-255-7045

GROWING
I N  FA ITH

RELATIONSHIPS
I N  CHR IST

FAMILY
I N  GOD ’S  WORD

A  C h u r c h  F a m i l y  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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Lake County Council on Aging
Information and assistance for Lake County seniors

Often referred to as the front line of the Lake County 
Council on Aging, information and assistance specialists 
(I&As) make it easy to gain access to Lake County 
resources.  

I&A specialists are part of the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC) within the Council on Aging.  
Serving individuals aged 60+, adults (18+) with disabilities, 
and their support system, I&A is the starting point for 
answers to questions about available community services 
and support.  Through a simple phone call or a walk into the 
office, your needs are assessed, services are identified, and 
you are linked with providers of those services. 

The support I&A specialists offer through phone calls and 
walk-ins are one of a kind; they work with the consumer to 
make sure all needs are being taken care of such as housing 
options, legal concerns, assistance with yard work, access to 
food, long-term care options, financial issues, and so much 
more.  You may even see the I&A specialists at local Lake 
County senior centers each month during monthly outreach 
visits.  If you see them at one of the centers, please feel free 
to stop by and say hello!

If you, or someone you know, need information about 
services and support available to seniors and adults with 
disabilities, please contact the I&A specialists at the Lake 

A snapshot of the talent and dedication within the ADRC: 
L–R: Kellie Blauman (benefits specialist) and 

Selena Cox (options counselor).

County Council on Aging.  You are welcome to call (440) 
205-8111 or stop by for in-person assistance at the main 
office at 8520 East Ave. in Mentor between 9 AM and 4:30 
PM, Monday through Friday.  No appointment is necessary.

~Article and photo submitted by Lake County Council on Aging 

440-205-2002

Temp-to-Perm

Direct Hire

HIGH Starting Pay

Immediate Starts

All Shifts Available

8130 TYLER BLVD MENTOR OH 44060

Our team is
committed to
empowering 
your success.
Start your journey with us today!

POSITIONS SOLUTIONS

Staffing

Professional Placements

Consulting

Facility Maintenance
Contracting

Visit our website to learn more! JITS.JOBS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities/Deepwood 
Finding employment can be a chal-

lenge.  The job search can have more 
of an uphill climb if you are someone 
with a developmental disability.  Find-
ing the right employee can also be dif-
ficult for employers.  Fortunately, the 
Lake County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities/Deepwood (LCBDD) can 
guide all involved so that individuals 
and businesses can thrive in ways they 
might have never imagined.  

The LCBDD’s employment naviga-
tors work with the team that supports 
a job seeker receiving services through 
the process of obtaining employment. 
They assist in the planning, coordi-
nating and monitoring of employ-
ment-related supports by providers 
to reach desired outcomes.  They also 
create awareness and educate business 
owners about the benefits of being an 
inclusive employer and how to take 
steps to do so. 

“I had never heard of supports in 
this regard,” said John Boland, owner 

and president of Silco.  “Our human 
resources director prompted me to ex-
plore new options to fill open positions 
and, I can honestly say, that it was the 
best decision I have ever made.  They 
are not just great employees, they are 
true angels who lift everyone’s spirits in 
the plant while pushing great product 
out the door.”

In addition to the group employ-
ment site supported by Deepwood 
Industries, Silco also added a direct 
hire who receives drop-in job coaching 
from CLW (both local providers).  

“Silco has embraced the true mean-
ing of inclusive employment,” said Julie 
O’Neil, LCBDD community employ-
ment director.  “Staff is welcomed, 
valued for their productivity, and 
appreciated for what they add to the 
company culture.”   

Boland added, “While the county 
board expresses their appreciation for 
Silco being an inclusive employer, I 
believe I should be the one thanking 
them for providing us the opportunity 
to work with amazing individuals who 
put forth extraordinary effort.  The job 
coaches are amazing while working 
with the employees to incorporate their 
skills into our production process.”

To learn more, call 440-350-5100 or 
visit www.LakeBDD.org.

~Article and photo submitted by LCBDD

Family Dentistry

Joseph Greiner, DDS
Anna Visger, DDS   

Elizabeth Visger, DDS

7553 Center Street, Mentor
440-255-2600

www.drgv.net

• Cleanings
• Digital X-Rays

• Zoom! In-Office Tooth Whitening
• Implants

• Cerec Crowns
• Dentures and Partials
• Many Other Services!

Evening and weekend hours

Adam was awarded employee of the 
month in recognition of his hard work. 

He is pictured here with Silco’s owner John 
Boland and HR director Heather Fresenko.
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440-510-8884  •  LivingSpaceConstruction.net

• Kitchens
• Bathrooms

• Additions
• Garages

• Decks
• Basements

• In-Law Suites
•  Tiny Homes

Home Offices | She Sheds | Art Studios | Music Rooms | In-Law Cottages

 New construction and/or remodels

space for your 

lifestyle lifestyle 
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Mentor Public Library

MULCH • TOPSOIL • STONE • GRAVEL • COMPOST

Mentor • 6011 Heisley Rd.
Bedford • 600 Solon Rd.

Order Online @ mrlmllc.com

Serving Lake, Geauga & Cuyahoga Counties

by phone, in person or Text: 440-357-MRLM (6756)

Kim Sidorick has witnessed the 
power of story time firsthand.  As the 
manager of the Children’s Department 
at Mentor Public Library, she has 
observed the effect it has had on gener-
ations of children.

“Story time is the introduction to 
reading,” she explained.  “You may not 
even realize that your child is paying 
attention.  Then, two weeks later, you’ll 
hear them singing a song or saying a 
rhyme they heard at the library.”

The reading, rhymes, and songs are 
the building blocks that become liter-
acy—a skill that’s in ever-shortening 
supply.

According to the Ohio Department 
of Education, half of Lake County 
children begin school without the suf-
ficient skills and knowledge to engage 
in kindergarten-level instruction.  And 
according to the Nation’s Report Card, 
students had record-low reading com-
prehension scores in 2024.

The silver lining to this ominous 
cloud is that the solution is already 
in the community… and it’s free for 
everyone to use!

Lifelong learning starts at the library. 
In addition to a calendar stuffed with 
story times and shelves packed with 
books for readers of all ages and skill 
levels, Mentor Public Library offers:

• �Kindergarten readiness bags where 
kids can enjoy fun and educational 
games that will help them prepare 
for school

• �Early literacy backpacks with 

books, activities and activity guides 
designed for young learners — 
each with a different theme.

• �Fun programs to encourage cre-
ativity, learning and exploration.

• S�ummer reading for readers of all 
ages.  About 1,500 sign up for 
Mentor Public Library’s children’s 
program each year.  That’s 1,500 
kids who are combating the sum-
mer slide, which is the learning 
cessation that can occur when 
children are out of school.

Kylynne Cartor started bringing her 
boys to Mentor Public Library short-
ly after the family moved to the area 
seven years ago.

“We’ll start with story time,” she 
remembered thinking.

And story time became a gateway—

as it so often does—to learning, fun, 
friendship and the wider community.

Over the ensuing years, Cartor’s sons 
have enjoyed countless story times 
at Mentor Public Library.  They’ve 
also built LEGO ships, raced balloon 
turkeys, discovered how to use an 
Ozobot, and learned about far flung 
points on the globe with the library’s 
Travel Club.

The Cartors also regularly get to-
gether with other families, all of whom 
met at story time years ago.

“You see all the things happening in 
the community.  Whether it’s Safety 
Town or something happening at 
Wildwood (Cultural Center,) you learn 
about it at the library,” Cartor said.  
“It’s your starting point.”

~Article and photo submitted by MPL

Kim Sidorick, manager of the Children’s Department at Mentor Public Library, 
leads a Dr. Seuss-themed story time at the library’s Main Branch.

The starting point for a lifetime of learning

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

www.tourlakecounty.com105 Main St. B101 
Painesville, OH 44077

(440) 975-1234
info@tourlakecounty.com
www.tourlakecounty.com



Stay up to Date
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Visit the city of Mentor online at 
cityofmentor.com for comprehensive 
information including news and event 
schedules.  Click on the connect tab 
for a complete listing of social media 
feeds and available app to stay up to 
date with the latest breaking news 
from the city.  

Register for the Lake County Emer-
gency Management Agency WENS 
System for text, voice, and/or email 
emergency notifications.    Registra-
tion is free and takes less than 60 
seconds.  All Mentor residents are 
encouraged to sign up today at lake-
ohioalerts.com. 

The special edition community 
newsletter is produced quarterly and 
mailed to all households in Mentor.  
It provides information about ser-
vices, ordinances, public meetings, 
construction projects, and upcom-
ing events.  Additional copies are 

available at the city buildings and the 
Mentor Library’s main branch.  

The Mentor Parks & Recreation 
Guide promotes more than 500 
recreational and cultural programs of-
fered by the city.  The guide is mailed 
to residents three times a year.  
Additional copies are available at city 
buildings.  

The Mentor Senior Center newslet-
ter is mailed bimonthly to members.  

The Mentor Channel features live 
coverage of city council and plan-
ning commission meetings as well as 
other content.  Watch live on Spec-
trum Channel 1024, U-Verse Channel 
99, thementorchannel.com, or on 
YouTube, ROKU, Apple, Android, or 
Fire app.  Mentor Radio 1620 is a 
low-powered AM station which pro-
vides residents and travelers general 
information on the city.

Managing the
City’s Business

Mentor officially became a 
city on December 18, 1963.  It 
has been operating under its 
own charter since January 1962, 
when voters adopted the coun-
cil manager form of government.  

Under this system, a seven- 
member council is elected by 
voters on a nonpartisan basis; 
three members serve at-large, 
the remaining four are ward 
representatives.  Each council 
member serves a four-year term.  
Every two years, the council 
chooses one of its members to 
serve as president of council.  

You can reach the city council 
office at 440-974-5755.  

You can email ALL members 
of city council at citycouncil@
cityofmentor.com.

A LIST OF NAMES, NUMBERS AND OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
RESIDENTS GUIDE
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Highland Heights
6151 Wilson Mills Rd. #110 

Mentor
7207 Hopkins Rd.

Bainbridge
17747 Chillicothe Rd. #203 

Call Us Today!

Call us today at 440-255-3700



Mentor City
Council Members
Ward 1 – Sean P. Blake

President
Term expires: 12/31/27

440-231-1646
blake@cityofmentor.com

Ward 2 – Matthew E. Donovan
Term expires: 12/31/27

440-855-5581
donovan@cityofmentor.com

Ward 3 – Mark T. Freeman
Term expires: 12/31/27

440-463-6304
freeman@cityofmentor.com

Ward 4 – John A. Krueger
Vice President

Term expires: 12/31/27
440-487-9009

krueger@cityofmentor.com

At-Large – Janet A. Dowling
Term expires: 1/01/26

440-669-5811
dowling@cityofmentor.com

At-Large – Ray Kirchner
Term expires: 1/03/26

216-496-6213
kirchner@cityofmentor.com

At-Large – Scott J. Marn
Term expires: 1/02/26

440-299-7572
marn@cityofmentor.com 

Mentor City
Council Meetings

Council meetings are held at the 
first and third Tuesday of every 
month at 7 PM at the Mentor Munic-
ipal Center; 8500 Civic Center Blvd.  
Meetings are open to the public.  All 
regularly scheduled meetings are 
carried on Spectrum Channel 1024 
and U Verse Channel 99 as well as 
TheMentorChannel.com, YouTube, 
ROKU, Apple, Android, or Fire app.
Meeting agendas and archived 
meetings are posted on the website. 
Announcements regarding council 
work sessions and public hearings 
are posted in the local newspaper, 
on the website, and on the Mentor 
Channel.

City Department Directory
Contact the city department or 

office by dialing the numbers listed 
below. 

Assessments (Special City)
440-974-5770

Athletic Field Maintenance
440-974-5720

Black Brook Golf Course
440-951-0010 

Blockwatch Program
440-974-5760 

Building Permits and Fees
440-974-5785 

City Council Office
440-974-5755 

City Manager’s Office
440-974-5790 

Clerk of Council
440-974-5755 

Code Enforcement
440-974-5792 

Ditch Enclosures
440-974-5785 

Drainage Assistance
440-974-5785 

Economic Development
440-974-5740

Employment Inquiries
440-974-5795

Engineering & Building
440-974-5785 

Finance
440-974-5770 

Fire Nonemergency
440-255-1212 

Fire Prevention
440-974-5768 

Fire Public Education
440-974-5769 

Human Resources
440-974-5795 

Ice Arena
440-974-5730 

International Trade Programs
440-205-3743 

Keep Mentor Beautiful Program
440-974-5781  
Law Director

440-974-5755 
Mentor Cemetery

440-974-5733 

Mentor Channel
440-974-5794

Mentor Community 
Recreation Center

440-205-3608 
Mentor Lagoons Marina

440-205-3625 
Municipal Court Civil Case

440-974-5745 
Criminal & Traffic

440-974-5744
Planning & Development

440-974-5740
Police Nonemergency

440-255-1234 
Prosecutor

440-974-5752
Public Information Office

440-974-5794 
Public Works Department

440-974-5781  
Recreation

440-974-5720 
Recycling

440-974-5781  
Road Resurfacing

440-974-5781  
Senior Citizen Center

440-974-5725 
Sign & Fence Permits

440-974-5740 
Snow Plowing
440-974-5781 

Storm Sewer Maintenance
440-974-5781 

Stormwater Help Desk
440-974-5785 
Street Lights
440-974-5781  

Traffic Signals & Signs
440-974-5781 

Wildwood Cultural Center
440-974-5735 

Victim Assistance Program
440-205-2438 

Yard Waste Program
440-974-5781  

Zoning
440-974-5740

If you’re uncertain which depart-
ment you need, dial the Mentor 
Municipal Center’s main number at 
440-255-1100 for assistance.
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Watch the Mentor Channel 
Spectrum 1024 • U-Verse 99 
ROKU • iTunes • Google Play
www.thementorchannel.com

Watch The Mentor Channel
Spectrum 1024 • U-Verse 99

ROKU • iTunes
Google Play • Amazon

www.TheMentorChannel.com

RESIDENTS GUIDE



Important
Service Numbers

24-hour Social Services Hotline
2-1-1 

AIDS Hotline
800-332-2437 

American Red Cross
216-431-3010 

Bureau of Employment Services
877-644-6562 

Cable Complaints –
Ohio Dept. of Commerce

877-207-2225 
Child Abuse Hotline

440-350-4000, press 1
Crossroads Health

(Adolescent  Counseling)
440-255-1700

Crossroads Health
(Adult Mental Health)

440-354-9924
Forbes House (Women’s Shelter)

440-357-1018 
HEAP – Home Energy Assistance

440-350-9160 
Lake County Crisis Hotline

440-953-TALK 

Lake Metroparks Wildlife Center
440-256-1404, x2131 

Missing Children’s Hotline
800-843-5678 

National Runaway Switchboard 
1-800-RUNAWAY 

Premier Behavioral Health 
Adolescents 13+ and adults

440-266-0770 
Salvation Army
440-354-3774 

SMART Recovery USA
Free addiction recovery support meetings

440-951-5357
Waste Management

866-797-9018

Other Useful Numbers
Attorney General’s Office

800-282-0515 
Auto & Driver’s License Bureau

440-974-9000 
Better Business Bureau

216-241-7678 
Board of Education

440-255-4444 
Board of Elections

440-350-2700 

Dog Licenses
440-350-2534  

Income Tax
800-860-RITA 

James A. Garfield 
National Historic Site

440-255-8722 
Lake County Auditor

440-350-2532  
Lake County Cooperative 

Extension Service
440-853-2625 

Lake County Council on Aging
440-205-8111 

Lake County Department 
of Job & Family Services

440-350-4000 
Lake County Dog Shelter

440-350-2640 
Lake County General Health District	

440-350-2543
Lake County Landfill

440-350-2644
Lake County Title Bureau (Mentor)

440-350-2800
Lake County Visitor’s Bureau

440-975-1234 
Lake Humane Society

440-951-6122 
Lake Metroparks

440-639-7275  
Laketran

440-354-6100 
Marriage Licenses

440-350-2626 
Mentor Area 

Chamber of Commerce
440-255-1616 

Mentor Monitor
440-946-2577 

Mentor Post Office
440-255-2798 

Mentor Public Library
Main Branch
440-255-8811 

Headlands Branch
440-257-2000 
Lake Branch

440-257-2512
The HUB @ Mentor High School

440-205-6011 
Mosquito Spraying

440-350-2088  
Ohio E-Check Hotline

800-CARTEST 
Ohio Tourism

800-BUCKEYE 
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KEEP KIDS SAFE

Foster homes give children safety, 
security and supervision.

You can help protect children from 
abuse or neglect by providing them 
with a caring environment for them 
to thrive and grow.

Call LCDJFS to  
learn more about  
becoming a foster  
parent.

Call the 
Foster Care line:

440-350-4218
440-918-4218

or email:
Eugene.Tetrick@

jfs.ohio.gov

Lake County Department  
of Job and Family Services

Your home can 
make a difference

RESIDENTS GUIDE



Pools (Seasonal)
Civic Center Pool

440-974-5723 
Morton Pool

440-257-5719 
Social Security Office

800-772-1213
Torchlight Youth Mentoring Alliance

440-352-2526
Wildlife Officer – Game Warden

330-245-3034

Utilities
AT&T

800-331-0500  
Aqua Ohio Water Co.

877-987-2782 
Enbridge Gas Ohio

800-362-7557 
First Energy 

(The Illuminating Co.)
800-589-3101 

Automated Outage Reporting
888-544-4877 

Lake County Sanitary Sewer
440-350-2070 

NOPEC 
(Utility Consortium)

855-667-3201 
Spectrum

855-366-7132

Emergency
For help in an emergency –        

including police, fire, or emergency 
ambulance – dial 9-1-1.  

When you dial 9-1-1, the call is 
answered at the Mentor Dispatch 
Center, where the address and 
phone number from where the call 
originates will automatically appear 
on the dispatcher’s screen.  

A dispatcher answers the call by 
saying “9-1-1, what is your emergen-
cy?”  State the problem or emergen-
cy first, and then give the location of 
the incident. 

The dispatcher will start the fire 
and/or police departments en route 
while obtaining additional informa-
tion from the caller.  

Stay on the line until the dispatch-
er tells you to hang up.  

Hospitals and
Medical Services

Cleveland Clinic 
Mentor Hospital

8300 Norton Parkway
800-223-2273 

Cleveland Clinic 
Express Care Clinic 

7533 Center Street, Mentor
440-974-8362 

UH Mentor Health Center
9485 Mentor Avenue

440-974-6800

UH Brunner, Sanden, 
Deitrick Wellness Center

8655 Market Street
(440) 255-6400

UH Lake West 
Medical Center 

36000 Euclid Avenue
Willoughby

440-953-9600 
UH Tripoint Medical Center 

7590 Auburn Road
Concord Township 

440-375-8100 
One more listing on page 54 →
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Other Useful Numbers cont’d

8396 Mentor Avenue, Mentor 

8396 Mentor Ave. 
Mentor, Ohio 44060 Denise Kovatch

REALTOR®

Call or Text: 440-669-8826
Email: denisekovatch@gmail.com
http://denisekovatch.howardhanna.com
http://www.listitbuyitloveit.com

Managing the Details, One Home at a Time! 

Real Estate Services

MentorCityMagBCAd.indd   1 1/14/20   12:53 PM

Denise 
Kovatch

REALTOR®

440-669-8826
denisekovatch@gmail.com

https://app.howardhanna.com/
HHREdenisekovatch

Download My App and Start 
Searching for Your New Home!

Scan for
Website

1-800 CAN LEARN

SAVE
$99

ON AN ACADEMIC
EVALUATION*

(VALUED AT $195)

Individualized K-12 Tutoring and Test Prep

Mentor 
440.205.8283

Mayfield Heights 
440.683.1784

HuntingtonHelps.com 

Mayfield Heights
1510 Golden Gate Plaza
440-683-1784

Mentor
8000 Plaza Blvd., Unit H
440.205.8283

Give your student the tools
they need to succeed!

TUTORING
• Math
• Science
• Reading
• Writing
• Study Skills
• Subject Specific

TEST PREP
• ACT
• SAT
• AP
• State Tests
• Placement Tests

A BRIGHTER FUTURE
BEGINS AT HUNTINGTON

Individualized K-12 Tutoring
and Test Prep

SAVE
$99

ON AN ACADEMIC
EVALUATION*

(VALUED AT $195)

Give your student the tools they need to succeed!

A BRIGHTER FUTURE
BEGINS AT HUNTINGTON

Individualized K-12 Tutoring & 
Test Prep In-Center and Online

Mentor
8000 Plaza Blvd., Unit H

440.205.8283

Mayfi eld Heights
1510 Golden Gate Plaza

440-683-1784
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University Hospitals 
Mentor Health Center
9000 Mentor Avenue

440-255-0800

ORDINANCES 
& PROGRAMS

This summary of selected Men-
tor city ordinances and programs 
includes those areas and issues that 
are most commonly encountered 
by citizens.  The complete Mentor 
Code of Ordinances can be viewed 
at cityofmentor.com; click on Ordi-
nances under the “About Mentor” 
tab. 

Animals
Households in residential districts 

may not have any more than three 
dogs over the age of four months. 
Dogs should be leashed at all times 
when outside.  Owners must not 
permit their dog to bark or howl so 
that it disturbs the peace.  All dogs 
over three months must be regis-
tered with the Lake County Auditor 
and wear a valid registration tag.  

Animal bites should be reported 
to the police department within 24 
hours.  Owners of both dogs and 
cats are responsible for picking 
up after their pets, both on public 
and private property.  Contact the 
warden’s office at 440-350-2640 to 
report stray dogs.  Hunting is prohib-
ited within city limits.

Dead Animals
Contact Public Works at 440-974-

5781 weekdays between 7 AM and 
4 PM; other times, call the police 
department at 440-974-5789.

Exotic and Wild Animals 
Keeping any undomesticated 

animals, including primates other 
than monkeys, poisonous reptiles, 
alligators, lizards over two feet long, 
etc. is restricted.  A complete list of 
wild and exotic animals is available 
at cityofmentor.com, click on Ordi-
nances under the About Mentor tab.

Farm Animals
Farm animals are not permitted on 

premises less than two acres in size. 
These include horses, goats, cows, 
chickens, ducks and similar animals. 

Additional zoning requirements 
may apply.  Call 440-974-5740 for 
specifics.

Nuisance Health Risk Animals 
Feeding or harboring of deer, rats, 

raccoons or skunks is prohibited.

Vicious Animals 
Keeping dangerous or vicious 

animals is prohibited.

Bicycles
The Mentor Police Department 

offers citizens a no cost bicycle 
registration program that helps to 
identify a bike’s rightful owner if the 
bike becomes lost or stolen.  When 
riding on a road, cyclists must follow 
the traffic laws and ride WITH traffic. 
Bike paths are to be shared by pe-
destrians and bicyclists.  Bike lanes 
are exclusively for bicycles, unless 
there is no sidewalk or shoulder.

Building Permits
Those looking to access construc-

tion permits and related documents, 
schedule building inspections, 
submit applications, and other city 
services, can now do so through 
the Mentor Gateway online at www.
thementorgateway.com. 

Building permits are required for 
all construction including decks, 
pools, sheds, porches, enclosures, 
etc., and must be obtained through 
Mentor’s Engineering & Building 
Department.  Applicants for acces-
sory-type structures need to pro-
vide two copies of the construction 
drawings, consisting of a site plan 
showing where the structure will 
be situated on the property, and 
the distance from all property lines. 
Plans must also show how the struc-
ture will be built, materials used, etc. 

Once submitted, the plan review 
process takes about five working 
days (permits for sheds built from 
a kit can be obtained at the time 
of submission).  A permit fee is 
charged, along with a refundable 
construction deposit, which can be 
returned if the structure passes all 
inspections.

Both building permit and zoning 
permit applications are required for 
all construction projects including 
(but not limited to): additions, decks, 
garages, pools, fences, siding, → 
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The 170The 170thth

LAKE LAKE 
COUNTY COUNTY 

FAIRFAIR
July 22–27, 2025July 22–27, 2025

2025 
HIGHLIGHTS

SIX DAYS OF FAMILY FUN!
Featuring:

2 Demo Derbies
Dirt Night Motor Mayhem

KOI Dirt Drag Racing
Truck and Tractor Pulls 
4-H Livestock Auction

Jungle Terry
All American Pig Races

www.lakecountyfair.orgwww.lakecountyfair.org

SPECIAL 
PROMOTIONS

Wednesday, July 23
FAMILY DAY

Families of four or more pay 
$8 per person including rides.

Thursday, July 24
Kids Day

Ages 14 & under admitted 
FREE all day when 

accompanied by an adult.  
All-day ride wristbands only $8.

General 
admission 

includes 
rides!
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sheds, porches, driveways and 
enclosures. 

For accessory buildings 200 
square feet or less, only a zoning 
permit is required for review and 
approval by the Department of Plan-
ning and Development.  If the acces-
sory building is larger than 200 
square feet, a review by both the 
Building Department and the Plan-
ning Department will be required.  
Applications for any new building 
or structure include two copies of 
the construction drawings and a site 
plan that indicates where the struc-
ture will be located on the property, 
the size and height of the structure, 
and the distance from all property 
lines.  Plans must also show how 
the structure will be built (materials 
used, etc.).  Once submitted, the 
review process takes approximately 
7 to 10 working days.  A permit fee is 
charged, along with a construction 
deposit, which will be refunded if 
the structure passes all inspections.   
When a permit is issued, work on 
the project may begin.

Cars for Sale
Vehicles that are for sale in resi-

dential districts must be titled to the 
current resident, properly licensed, 
operable, displayed for a maximum 
of two weeks and parked on an im-
proved parking surface (not on the 
lawn).  The number of vehicles for 
sale is limited to two per year.

Curfew 
Children under 12 are prohibited 

from being outside between 9:30 
PM and 5 AM; children 12 to 16 
years old between 11 PM and 5 AM, 
and 16 to 18 years old from midnight 
to 5 AM.  A new daytime curfew 
restricts school-aged children from 
being out of school during regular-
ly scheduled school hours, unless 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian, or the child has an autho-
rized written excuse.

Drainage Ditches
All premises shall be graded and 

maintained to prevent the accumu-
lation of standing water.  No owner 
or occupant of any premises shall 
cause or permit any natural water-

course, drainage ditch, creek, brook, 
culvert, or drain located upon the 
premises to become obstructed with 
leaves or other debris so that water 
flow is hindered.  Call 440-974-5785 
with questions.

Fences
A permit is required if you plan on 

installing, altering, or relocating a 
fence.  Fences in the rear yard of a 
residence must not exceed six feet 
in height.  Fences in the front yard or 
on a corner lot facing a side street 
may not exceed three feet in height 
and must be decorative and at least 
50 percent open.

Garage Sales
A permit is not required; however, 

sales are limited to three per year 
and no sale shall exceed four con-
secutive days.  Garage sale signs 
are permitted only on the property 
where the sale is being held.  Signs 
may NOT be posted at any street 
corner or on tree lawns or utility 
poles.  Illegally posted signs will 
be confiscated by the City without 
notice.

Garbage & Recycling
Garbage cans, recycling contain-

ers, bulk items, and yard waste may 
only be placed at the curb after  
3 PM the day before the items are to 
be collected.  

After collection, garbage cans, 
recycling bins, and yard waste 
containers must be retrieved from 
the curb by 7 AM the day after your 
collection.  

During the fall, the yard waste 
restriction does not apply begin-
ning on the weekend immediately 
preceding the fourth Monday in 

October through Friday of the sec-
ond full week in December in any 
year of city-sponsored yard waste 
collection.

Grass and Weed Control
Generally, grass in residential 

neighborhoods must be controlled 
in height and kept less than eight 
inches.  No owner or occupant shall 
permit vegetation to create a safety 
hazard. 

Property owners with excessively 
high grass or weeds will be given 
48 hours from receipt of notice to 
comply with the ordinance.  If com-
pliance is not met, a city crew will 
be sent to cut the grass or weeds of 
any unoccupied properties and the 
property owner will be billed.  Oc-
cupied properties in violation will be 
prosecuted in the Mentor court.  Call 
440-974-5792 with questions.

Home Occupations
Any business conducted out of a 

residence requires one of two types 
of permits.  One permit is adminis-
tratively approved, while the other 
requires approval by the Municipal 
Planning Commission.  Call 440-974-
5740 with questions.

House Numbers
House numbers must be dis-

played in a conspicuous location 
in order to ensure efficient police, 
fire, and postal services.  Numbers, 
no less than four inches tall, are to 
be displayed on houses less than 
61 feet from the road right-of-way.  
Numbers at least six inches tall are 
to be displayed on houses located 
between 61 feet to 100 feet from the 
road right-of-way.

Building Permits cont’d
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Marc McLean, CFP®, SE-AWMA™, AIF®, MBA
marcmclean@McleanInvestmentPlanning.com

McLean Financial Planning &
Investment Management, Inc.

440-339-3550

Marc McLean, CFP®, SE-AWMATM, AIF®, MBA
NFLPA Registered Player Financial Advisor
marcmclean@McleanInvestmentPlanning.com 

Unlock Your Wealth Potential

McLean Financial Planning & 
Investment Management, Inc.

440-339-3550

McLean Financial Planning &
Investment Management, Inc.

440-339-3550

Marc McLean, CFP®, SE-AWMATM, AIF®, MBA
NFLPA Registered Player Financial Advisor
marcmclean@McleanInvestmentPlanning.com 

We create personalized retirement strategies 
for individuals, families, and professionals. 
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Income Tax
All persons earning income in the 

city are subject to a two percent 
municipal income tax.  Mentor resi-
dents must file an annual municipal 
income tax return with the Regional 
Income Tax Agency (RITA); retired 
persons can file an exemption to 
show no earned wages.  Residents 
are granted 100 percent credit for 
city income tax paid to other com-
munities.  If you have questions, call 
800-860-RITA.

Jogging
Joggers are encouraged to 

pursue their recreational activity of 
choice in a safe and responsible 
manner, and to follow these rules:
• �Jogging upon a roadway is illegal 

if an accessible, adjacent side-
walk is provided. 

• �Where a sidewalk is not provided, 
jog only on the shoulder of the 
roadway, as far as possible from 
the edge of the roadway.

• �Where neither a sidewalk nor a 
shoulder is available, jog as near 
as possible to the outside edge 

of the road; if it’s a two-way road, 
jog ONLY on the left side.  Any 
joggers on a roadway shall yield 
the right of way to ALL vehicles.

Light Trespass
High intensity density (HID) light-

ing must have full cut-off fixtures or 
be shielded to prevent trespass or 
glare.  All spot or flood lighting must 
be shielded or aimed to prevent 
light trespass.  Call 440-974-5792 
with questions.

Mosquito Control 
The Lake County General Health 

District oversees mosquito control 
during the summer months.  Spray-
ing schedules are posted on The 
Mentor Channel as they become 
available.  

If you have concerns, call the 
Health District at 440-350-2543.

Noise
No person shall unreasonably 

create a noise disturbance within 
the city.  Any noise that annoys or 
disturbs a reasonable person, or 

causes adverse effects on humans, 
is prohibited before 7 AM or after  
9 PM weekdays, and before 8:30 AM 
or after 9 PM on Saturdays and 
Sundays.  Call the Mentor Police De-
partment at 440-255-1234 to report 
disturbances.

Open Burning
The burning of trash, brush, or 

leaves is not permitted.  Small, 
attended cooking campfires are 
permitted during favorable weather 
conditions without prior approval. 
Bonfires require prior approval of 
the Fire Prevention Bureau by call-
ing 440-974-5768.

Parking 
Overnight street parking between 

the hours of 2 to 6 AM is prohibited.  
Parking on the fire hydrant side of 
the street is prohibited.  Parking on 
any city street whenever there is 
more than a two-inch accumulation 
of snow or ice is prohibited.
• �Motor Vehicles – In residential 

districts, motor vehicles must be 
parked on an improved surface. → 
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Cardinal Credit Union membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, or 
attends school in Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, Mahoning, 
Trumbull, or Columbiana counties.

New/Used Auto Loans | VISA | Home Equity

Hometown banking for all 
of our neighbors, since 1953

Instant Membership with 
any account

All are welcome

Savings | Checking | Home Mortgage
New/Used Auto Loans | VISA | Home Equity

Cardinal Credit Union membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships, or attends school in 
Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, Mahoning, Trumbull, or Columbiana counties.



Improved surfaces are those con-
structed of concrete, asphalt or 
permeable pavers, without excess 
weeds or grass.

• �RVs, boats, and dual-axle trail-
ers – RVs, boats, and dual axle 
trailers may not be parked in front 
of the main structure.  A minimum 
three-foot set back is required 
from side property lines.  On 
corner lots, no RV, boat, or dual 
axle trailer parking is permitted 
between the right-of-way and side 
of the main structure.  Parking 
must be on an improved surface 
of concrete, asphalt or permeable 
pavers.

• �Commercial vehicles – No more 
than one commercial vehicle per 
dwelling unit may be parked on a 
residential property.  No vehicle, 
having a net total weight of great-
er than 10,000 pounds, shall be 
parked on a residential property.  
Parking must be on an improved 
surface of concrete, asphalt or 
permeable pavers.  No construc-
tion equipment or vehicle (includ-

ing, but not limited to, backhoes, 
bulldozers, trenchers) shall be 
parked in residential districts for 
more than 30 days.

Property Maintenance
Property owners are required to 

maintain the exterior of their prem-
ises so that its appearance does not 
negatively impact the immediate 
neighborhood.  All residential rental 
properties must be inspected every 
two years.  If you are renting an 
apartment or house, and you feel 
the property is not properly main-
tained, call the Code Enforcement 
Office at 440-974-5792.

Refuse Collection 
(Commercial & Industrial)
Commercial and industrial rubbish 

haulers collecting in the city of Men-
tor are required to obtain a contrac-
tor’s license and vehicle permit.

Satellite Dishes
Satellite dishes are permitted 

in rear yards only and must be at 
least 10 feet from the side and rear 

property lines.  The maximum height 
permitted is 12 feet; the maximum 
diameter is 10 feet.  A permit is re-
quired.  Dishes less than one meter 
in diameter (39.37 inches) do not 
require a permit.  It is recommended 
that the smaller dishes be located in 
the rear yard.  DIRECTV and DISH 
residential units are exempt.

Sidewalks and Driveways
Property owners are required to 

keep their sidewalks and driveway 
aprons within the public right-of-way 
in a proper state of repair.  If cracked, 
defective, or uneven, they must be 
repaired or replaced.  A sidewalk 
inspection and maintenance pro-
gram is ongoing. Property owners 
or persons responsible for the 
premises shall keep the sidewalk(s) 
adjacent to such building in a clean 
condition at all times (this includes 
clearing the property’s sidewalks of 
snow and ice, per Ord. 521.06).

Business Benefits and Exposure    │    Local Resources
Professional Development

BUSINESS GROWTH.  NETWORKING.  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.
6990 Spinach Drive  |  Mentor, OH 44060  |  440-255-1616 

www.mentorchamber.org
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Have questions? Get answers! 
Call (440) 255-1100 or 

email pubinfo@cityofmentor.com. 

RESIDENTS GUIDE



Signs
“Home for Sale,” “For Sale,” and 

“Garage Sale” signs are permitted 
only on the actual property where 
the sale is taking place and only 
when posted behind the tree lawn. 
Similar signs are not permitted 
off-premises and will be confiscated, 
without prior notice, when observed 
by the city. (See “garage sales.”)

Snow and Ice Control
• �Clearing of city streets – Arte-

rial and major collector streets 
are given first priority for snow 
and ice control.  All major inter-
sections on the major arterial 
highway system are salted and/
or cindered, along with certain 
hills and bridges.  Residential 
neighborhoods are cleared when 
conditions warrant.  Call 440-974-
5781 with routine snow and ice 
control inquiries.

• �No parking during snow  
emergency – A snow emergen-
cy is when there has been an 
accumulation of more than two 

inches of snow, sleet, hail, or ice 
on any streets/roads.  No parking 
is permitted on city streets during 
a snow emergency.

• �Depositing snow & ice on public 
sidewalks or roadways – Depos-
iting snow or ice onto any public 
sidewalk, street, road, or highway 
is not permitted.

• �Access to fire hydrants – Prop-
erty owners are urged to adopt 
the fire hydrant closest to their 
property to keep the hydrant 
clear from snow during the winter 
months.

Solicitation
It is unlawful to solicit without first 

obtaining a solicitor’s permit from 
the Mentor Police Department.  It 
is unlawful to solicit at any premise 
at which a “No Solicitors” sign is 
displayed.  “No Solicitors” signs are 
available from the Mentor Police 
Department.

Streetlights
Streetlights within the city of Men-

tor are paid through assessment of 
the benefiting property owners.  If 
you observe a streetlight in need of 
repair, please call 440-974-5781.

Trees on Right-of-Way/ 
Tree Lawn

• �Dead trees – No owner or occu-
pant of any premises shall permit 
a dead tree to stand near to a 
public sidewalk or roadway as 
to endanger users should all or 
part of it fall.  No owner or occu-
pant shall permit a dead branch 
to overhang a public sidewalk or 
roadway.

• �Planting & removing of trees – 
The city of Mentor has specific 
ordinances which property own-
ers are required to follow when 
trimming, removing and planting 
trees within the right-of-way or 
tree lawn.  Call Public Works at 
440-974-5781 for details.

Traffic Signals/Signs
Traffic signals and signs are 

installed and maintained by the 
Public Works Department.  For 
service requests, including repair 
or replacement of these devices, 
call 440-974-5781.  Emergency or 
weekend repairs should be reported 
to the Mentor Police Department at 
440-974-5789.

Yard Waste Collection
The city offers weekly curbside 

yard waste collection from the 
first full week of April through the 
second full week of December.  
Residents can set out 12 units per 
week on their regular trash day.  The 
limit increases to 25 units from the 
last full week of October through 
the second full week of December. 
A unit is a paper yard waste bag, a 
32-gallon can, or a bundle of sticks. 
If you have questions, call 440-974-
5781.
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www.tunesatthelagoons.com

WIN THIS 
DREAM 
HOUSE! 
 
The 2025 Dream House is located in a new 
development in Mentor, Ohio. To construct 
the home, the Lake County YMCA is once 
again partnering with JEMM Construction, 
the builder of the 2018 Dream House. 

TICKET PRICE:
1 House Ticket = $25
SAVE MORE WITH THESE SPECIAL PACKAGES:
3 House + 1 Car Tickets = $70
6 House + 4 Car Tickets = $100
20 House + 14 Car Tickets = $225
DREAM BUILDER: 100 House + 50 Car Tickets = $1000 
Check for additional specials on our website!

www.lakecountyymca.org

Dream House Tours 
Begin July 2025

Purchasing tickets will also enter you in a separate 
drawing for a new 2025 Chevy Equinox!

Final Drawing 
August 2025

TICKETS 
ON  SALE 

NOW!

RESIDENTS GUIDE



CITY FACILITIES
This is a listing of city offices and 

recreational facilities and the ser-
vices available at each.

Civic Center Campus
Mentor Municipal Center
8500 Civic Center Boulevard 

The city of Mentor’s administrative 
offices are located within the Mentor 
Municipal Center building.  Offices 
are open Monday through Friday, 
8 AM to 5 PM.  The main number 
is 440-255-1100.  City offices are 
closed: New Year’s Day, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents Day, 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor 
Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 
and the day after, and Christmas 
Day. 

1st Floor – Planning & Devel-
opment, Engineering & Building, 
Information Technologies, Mentor 
Municipal Court, Police Department, 
and Mentor Jail. 

2nd Floor – Finance Department, 
Public Information (The Mentor 
Channel)  

3rd Floor – Council Chambers, 
Council Offices, Law Director, City 
Manager and Human Resources.

Civic Center Ice Arena,
Community Center,

Mentor Civic Amphitheater,
Civic Center Waterpark

8600 Munson Road 
(Located on the 

Civic Center Campus) 
The Mentor Ice Arena is open 

year-round and features two full-
sized indoor rinks as well as a studio 
rink.  Available for open skates, 
tournaments, parties and more. Full 
snack bar and pro shop.  

The Community Center has three 
rooms which accommodate 50-200 
people each. Available for meetings 
and banquets. 

Campus also includes picnic 
grounds and shelter, playground, 
amphitheater, swimming pool, chil-
dren’s water play area, sand volley-
ball court, basketball courts, pickle 
ball courts, skate park, bike path 
and baseball diamonds.

Pool hours: 
1–8 PM daily through the summer

Pool phone: 
440-974- 5723 
Arena phone:
440-974-5730 

To rent the ice arena or communi-
ty center, call 440-974-5730.  To rent 
the pool, call 440-974-5720.

Fire Station No. 5
8467 Civic Center Boulevard

440-974-5765 
Fire Administration, Emergency 

Dispatch Center, Fire Prevention 
and Public Education.

Senior Citizens Center
8484 Munson Road

440-974-5725 
State-of-the-art facility provides 

activities and services for those 55 
and over.  Barrier free.  Lunch served 
weekdays from 11:30 AM – 12:15 PM 
and is open to the public. 

Affordable membership open to 
residents and nonresidents. Avail-
able for private rentals.

Black Brook Golf Course
& Practice Center

8900 Lake Shore Boulevard
440-951-0010

www.blackbrookgolfcourse.com
This beautiful, 18-hole public 

course, features watered fairways, 
paved cart paths, a practice putting 
green and a practice center with ten 
target greens, practice bunker and 
1.5-acre tee area.  The clubhouse 
has a fully stocked pro shop and 
snack bar with an attached pavilion 
for catered outings. The course 
offers golf schools and private les-
sons.  Black Brook offers a variety of 
leagues for men, women, coed, cou-
ples and juniors.  Discounts offered 
to Mentor residents. 

Center Street Ballfield
& Sledding Hill

8350 Carpenter Drive 
(Enter off Center Street) 

The hill provides a safe and enjoy-
able environment for sledding and 
winter fun.  Sledding is permitted 
only during daylight hours.
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United Methodist Church
MENTOR

Worship Every Sunday
9 AM Modern &
11 AM Traditional,
both in-person
and online

8600 Mentor Ave, Mentor, OH 44060
www.mentorumc.org  |  @mentorumc
440.255.3496 | info@mentorumc.org

Walk in the way

of love, just as

Christ loved us

- Ephesians 5:2

livestreams on YouTube & Facebook

Visit us at 4 locations: 

www.mentorpl.org 

Main Library 
8215 Mentor Ave.  (440) 255-8811 

 

Mentor-on-the-Lake  
5642 Andrews Rd. (440) 257-2512 

 

Headlands Branch  
4669 Corduroy Rd.(440) 257-2000 

 

The HUB at Mentor High 
6477 Center Street 

STAY UP TO DATE
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Commemorative
Rose Garden

8537 Mentor Avenue 
This garden was created in 1988 

to commemorate the City’s 25th 
anniversary.  It features rose bushes, 
and an Ohio Bicentennial marker 
acknowledging Mentor’s place in 
history as “The Rose Capital of the 
Nation.”

Dog Park
6647 Hopkins Road 

This is the perfect spot for our 
four-legged friends to run and play 
with dogs of the same size. The park 
features a doggie water fountain, 
park benches, agility equipment and 
a safe, and a fenced in entry/exit 
area.  The park is located next to the 
municipal maintenance facility. 

Eleanor B. Garfield Park
7967 Mentor Avenue 

Community recreation center with 
barrier-free restrooms, all people’s 
playground, baseball diamonds, 
picnic pavilion, pond, fishing, soccer, 
lighted tennis courts, and wildlife 

area.  The pavilion & recreation cen-
ter are available for private rentals 
by calling 440-974-5720.

 
Donald E. Krueger Park

7556 Chillicothe Road
440-974-5720 

Krueger Park House, barrier-free 
restrooms, soccer fields.  Barri-
er-free facility.  Krueger Park House 
is available for rent.  Please call for 
more information and to reserve 
your time.

Mentor Beach Park
7779 Lake Shore Boulevard

Restrooms, picnic area, play-
ground equipment, soccer fields.

Mentor Cemetery
6881 Hopkins Road

440-974-5733
Established in 1854. This beauti-

fully maintained 60-acre property 
is the final resting place for over 
15,000 souls including veterans of 
the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, 
and Civil War. New Memorial Prome-
nade unveiled in 2023. 

Mentor Community
Recreation Center

6000 Heisley Road
440-974-5720

The 128,000 SF facility is one of 
the largest of its kind in NE Ohio 
and features a number of popular 
programs and activities for all ages. 
Resident and non-resident annual 
memberships and single day passes 
available. Learn more online at www.
mentorrec.com.

Mentor Lagoons Nature
Preserve & Marina

8365 Harbor Drive
440-205-3625

Bird watchers and nature lovers 
enjoy this 450-acre nature preserve 
featuring hiking trails, water trails, 
and 1.5 miles of wild beach.  The 
public marina provides direct lake 
access, year-round storage, and 
boat ramp with discounted rates for 
Mentor residents.  Kayak, canoe, 
stand-up paddleboard and pedal-
boat rentals available.  Safe-boating 
classes also offered.

Morton Community Park
9325 Rosemary Lane

Amenities include: pool, rest- 
rooms, picnic pavilion, playground, 
basketball and splash park. 

Pool hours: 
1 to 8 PM daily, June–August 

Pool phone:
440-257-5719 

Pool and pavilion available for 
private rentals at 440-974-5720.

Municipal Maintenance
Facility

6645 Hopkins Road
Public Works Department person-

nel and services related to road, 
public lands, equipment mainte-
nance, storm drainage, street light-
ing and traffic.

Old Council Hall
7250 Jackson Street 

Historic recreation center avail-
able for private rentals by calling 
440-974-5720. 

Presidents Park
7670 Buchanan Court 

Picnic area, paved walking path, 
playground, basketball. and bocce 
court.

60  |  2025 Mentor City Magazine

Celebrating over 70
years in Lake

County!

Visit Us!
universalmetalproducts.com/Careers
hr@ump-inc.com
29980 Lakeland Blvd.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Now Hiring!  Full and part-time
positions available.

Celebrating over 70
years in Lake

County!

Visit Us!
universalmetalproducts.com/Careers
hr@ump-inc.com
29980 Lakeland Blvd.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Now Hiring!  Full and part-time
positions available.

Celebrating over 
70 years in 

Lake County!

Now Hiring!  Full and part-time 
positions available.

Celebrating over 70
years in Lake

County!

Visit Us!
universalmetalproducts.com/Careers
hr@ump-inc.com
29980 Lakeland Blvd.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Now Hiring!  Full and part-time
positions available.

RESIDENTS GUIDE



Springbrook Gardens Park
6842 Heisley Road

The park features 52-acres of re-
stored grassland habitat and green-
space, 1.7 miles of asphalt walking 
trails and a large pond with board-
walk and playground.  Springbrook 
Gardenhouse all-season pavilion 
available for rentals by calling 440-
974-5720.

Tiefenbach Park
Corduroy Road at Lake Overlook Dr.

Gazebo and picnic area, BMX bike 
and skate park.

Veterans Memorial
Corner of Center Street and 

Civic Center Boulevard 
Created with support from Men-

tor VFW Post 9295.  It is a site for 
reflection and remembering those 
who have served our country. 
Engraved bricks are available in the 
memorial walkway surrounding the 
monument by calling 440-974-5720. 

Veterans Park
5740 Hopkins Road

Amenities include: fishing, hiking, 
picnic shelter, restrooms, play-
ground, and wildlife area.  This park 
is owned by the city of Mentor and 
maintained and operated by Lake 
Metroparks.  Call 440-358-7275 to 
reserve the picnic shelter. 

Edward R. Walsh Park
7221 Bellflower Road 

Located west of Route 306 behind 
the Farmington Meadows develop-
ment.  Amenities: picnic pavilion, 
playground, spray park, baseball, re-
strooms, soccer, barrier-free fishing 
dock, tennis, basketball, and 1½-mile 
paved walkway.  Reserve pavilion by 
calling 440-974-5720. 

Wildwood Cultural Center
7645 Little Mountain Road

The 25-room English tudor manor 
house is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and sits 
on 34-acres of wooded grounds. 
Amenities include the historic manor 
house, hiking trails, barrier-free re-
stroom, picnic and wildlife area. 

Annual activities include the Wild-
wood Arts Festival, held each June. 
The beautiful manor house is avail-
able for private parties, dinners or 
seminars by calling 440-974-5735.

ALSO IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

History, Museums, & Nature

James A. Garfield
National Historic Site

8095 Mentor Avenue 
Locals still call it Lawnfield, the 

name given to our 20th president’s 
home by newspaper reporters 
during the 1881 campaign.  Garfield 
purchased the c. 1830 nine-room 
house with nearly 119 acres of farm-
land in 1876.  The home contains the 
first presidential memorial library. 
The carriage house is now a visitor 
center and the main house contains 
many original Garfield family pieces. 
Owned and operated by the Na-
tional Park Service.  Call for hours at 
440-255-8722 or visit www.nps.gov. 

Headlands Beach State Park
Headlands Road at north end 

of state Route 44 
This 125-acre state park boasts 

a mile-long sandy beach — the 
longest in Ohio.  Facilities are 

open daily from 8 AM to dusk and 
include swimming, fishing, picnic 
areas, paved bike path, and pub-
lic restrooms.  Breakwall fishing is 
permitted 24 hours a day.  To the 
immediate east is Headlands Dunes 
State Nature Preserve.  Call 440-
466-8400 or visit www.ohiodnr.gov. 

Mentor Fire Museum
7262 Jackson Street 

Constructed in 1942, this build-
ing served as the first Fire Station 
No. 1 until 1991.  Now operated by 
the Mentor Firefighters’ Historical 
Association.  To arrange tours, email 
mentorfiremuseum@yahoo.com.

Mentor Marsh Nature Center
(Mentor Marsh State Nature Preserve)

5185 Corduroy Road
440-257-0777 

This 700-plus acre state nature 
preserve was designated a National 
Natural Landmark in 1966 by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior.  

Scenic trails, boardwalks, access 
areas, and a small nature center aid 
the public in appreciating the won-
ders of this natural area. 
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EDUCATION
Mentor Public Schools

The Mentor Public Schools system 
serves 7,600 students from Men-
tor, Mentor-on-the-Lake, and small 
portions of Concord Township and 
Kirtland Hills.  The school district 
offers a strong college preparatory 
program, vocational curriculum, and 
special education services.  Local 
businesses help students explore 
career options through their partici-
pation in programs like job shadow-
ing and Senior Project.  Learn more 
online at www.mentorschools.net.

Administration 
6451 Center Street

440-255-4444

Dr. Jacqueline A. Hoynes School 
(Cardinal Autism Resource Education)

5028 Forest Road
440-257-5951

Mentor High School 
6477 Center Street

440-974-5300 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Memorial Middle School 

8979 Mentor Avenue
440-974-2250

Shore Middle School 
5670 Hopkins Road

440-257-8750

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Bellflower Elementary 
6655 Reynolds Road

440-255-4212

Fairfax Elementary 
6465 Curtiss Court 

440-255-7223

Hopkins Elementary 
7565 Hopkins Road 

440-255-6179 

Lake Elementary 
7625 Pinehurst Road, M-O-L 

440-257-5953 

Orchard Hollow Elementary 
8700 Hendricks Road

440-257-5955 

Ridge Elementary School 
7860 Johnnycake Ridge Road 

440-974-5400 

Sterling Morton Elementary 
9292 Jordan Drive

440-257-5954

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Lake Catholic High School

6733 Reynolds Road 
440-578-1020 

Mentor Christian School 
8600 Lake Shore Boulevard 

440-257-3172 

St. Gabriel School
9935 Johnnycake Ridge Road

440-352-6169 

St. Mary of the Assumption School 
8540 Mentor Avenue 

440-255-9781

HIGHER EDUCATION
Lake Erie College

391 W. Washington Street 
Painesville, OH 44077 

440-375-7050 

Lakeland Community College
7700 Clocktower Drive 

Kirtland, OH 44094 
440-525-7000

LIBRARIES
Mentor Public Library

mentorpl.org
The Mentor Public Library, formed 

on February 22, 1819, is the oldest  
library in Lake County.  Renew, 
check out holds, and pay fines 
online at mentorpl.org.  For general 
questions, send an email to a librari-
an at askalibrarian@mentorpl.org.

Main Branch 
8215 Mentor Avenue 

440-255-8811
For hours visit mentorpl.org.  

Headlands Branch 
4669 Corduroy Road 

440-257-2000 
For hours visit www.mentorpl.org.  

Mentor-on-the-Lake Branch 
5642 Andrews Road 

440-257-2512 
For hours visit www.mentorpl.org.  
The HUB @ Mentor High School

6477 Center Street
440-205-6011

Monday–Thursday; 3–8 PM
Featuring state-of-the-art maker-

space, WiFi, computers, and tech-
nology.

CITY DEPARTMENTS
Office of the City Manager
The city manager serves as the 

chief executive officer and safety 
director and is responsible for plan-
ning, organizing, and directing the 
activities of all municipal operations.  

The city manager appoints all 
department heads and employees; 
ensures that laws and ordinances 
governing the city are faithfully 
enforced; recommends to the city 
council measures or actions which 
appear necessary or desirable; 
recommends municipal ordinances 
and regulations; implements policies 
established by city council; prepares 
and submits to council the adminis-
trative budget and capital improve-
ment program; and performs other 
activities as provided for in the city 
charter.  

The city manager is appointed by 
city council for his expertise, edu-
cation, and prior managerial expe-
rience.  The following divisions are 
part of the city manager’s office:
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• �Human resources – Oversees 
employee recruitment, selection 
and testing; employee safety, 
training and development; labor 
relations; employee compensation 
and equal employment opportuni-
ty; and processing of accident and 
injury reports. 

• �Information technology – Provides 
technical support services to city 
departments including application 
design and development, post im-
plementation support and training, 
process analysis, technical consult-
ing and project management. 

• �Public information – Responsible 
for disseminating information to 
the general public related to city 
projects, events, activities, and 
services through various means 
including press releases, news-
letters, publications, city website, 
social media, apps, advertising, 
The Mentor Channel, and Mentor 
Radio 1620.

Clerk of Council
The clerk of council is appointed 

by city council members to keep its 
records and perform all duties as 
prescribed by the council.

Planning & Development
Responsible for establishing a 

diversified economic base with an 
emphasis on retention and expan-
sion of existing firms, while attract-
ing growth-oriented industries.  

Provides staff to the Interna-
tional Trade Program.  Oversees 
day-to-day development concerns 
and long-range land-use planning 
issues. 

The department assists in ad-
ministering the Federal Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program, provides staff support to 
the Municipal Planning Commission 
and the Board of Building & Zoning 
Appeals, issues sign and fence per-
mits, and prepares reports and stud-
ies dealing with land use, rezoning, 
subdivision and site plans, condi-
tional use permits, signage, etc. 

The department is also responsi-
ble for addressing property main-
tenance issues and administration 
of the multi-family and single-family 
rental inspection programs.

Engineering & Building
The department engineers and 

administers the city’s capital im-
provements, regulates private utility 
work within the public right-of-way, 
and inspects building construction 
for community standards to promote 
the safety of homes and buildings. 
The department has two divisions:
• �Engineering – Directly involved 

with all utility and publicly or pri-
vately funded roadway construc-
tion in Mentor, both in reviewing 
and approving the construction 
plans, and inspecting the construc-
tion work performed. It is also in-
volved with planning future public 
improvement projects, storm drain-
age assistance, municipal architec-
tural design, and traffic control.

• �Building – Involved in all activities 
associated with residential and 
commercial building construc-
tion, including reviewing plans for 
conformance with building codes 
and performing on-site inspections 
to monitor building-code compli-
ance.  Helps with building-related 
concerns.

Finance Department
The finance department keeps 

accounts of all city financial trans-
actions.  This involves day-to-day 
budget administration, payment of 
accounts, payroll preparation, and 
maintenance of fixed asset records, 
receipt and investment of monies, 
municipal income tax enforcement, 
auditing, debt administration, city 
insurance, and reporting the city’s 
financial condition.

Fire Department
The fire chief organizes, directs 

and coordinates all fire resources 
to accomplish the mission of saving 
lives and community property.
• �Fire and Rescue Division –  

Provides lifesaving and property 
protection including: the handling 
of fires, rescues, medical and 
sudden mechanical emergencies, 
hazardous materials and natural 
disasters.  Services are provid-
ed from five fire stations staffed 
24-hours per day. 

• �Fire Prevention Bureau –  
Enforces the fire safety code and 
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Speak with an I&A specialist 
today by calling the Lake 

County Council on Aging at:

440-205-8111
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LLaakkee  CCoouunnttyy  sseenniioorrss!!
Information & assistance specialists 
(I&As) in the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC) identify 
issues and preferences of individuals 
and provide assessments, counseling, 
and referrals to help individuals, aged 
60+ and adults aged 18+ with 
disabilities, make informed choices 
about long-term care services and 
supports.

2025 Dinner Show Series

Gift certificates, season passes & group 
rates available!  Follow us Facebook! 

To order tickets call:
216-744-7090

For future events visit:
www.rsmevents.com

Call for group rates & other discounts!
Call Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm

RSM EVENTS

Frank, Dean & Sammy  
The hits of the Rat Pack & more
Wednesday, August 20, 2025

LaMalfa, 5783 Heisley Road, Mentor

Boogie Fever
’70s Disco Band

Thursday, September 25, 2025
LaMalfa , 5783 Heisley Road, Mentor

Lunch & Show 12:00 pm ............ $72.00 
Dinner & Show 6:30 pm ............ $72.00 
Show Only 1 pm or 7:30 pm ......$56.00

Lunch & Show 12:00 pm ............ $72.00 
Dinner & Show 6:30 pm ............ $72.00 
Show Only 1 pm or 7:30 pm ......$56.00
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the ordinances of the city through 
routine inspections of businesses, 
industries, schools and shop-
ping centers for the purpose of 
reducing the chance of fires.  
Also reviews all plans for new 
construction and investigates the 
causes of fires.

• ��Training and public education – 
The training division provides 
continuous in-service and spe-
cialized training for members of 
the fire department as well as 
conducting home exit drills, evac-
uation planning, accident preven-
tion, first aid, CPR and fire extin-
guisher training.  The division also 
provides educational programs 
through schools, businesses, 
community organizations and civ-
ic groups, and works with the Fire 
Prevention Bureau on juvenile fire 
setter counseling programs.

Law Department
The law director is the adviser to, 

and the attorney and counsel for, 
the city of Mentor, its officers and 

divisions.  The director and his staff 
represent the city for prosecutions 
for offenses against the ordinances 
of Mentor and the relevant Ohio 
laws.  The law director is appoint-
ed by city council and is an attor-
ney-at-law, admitted to the practice 
of law in the state of Ohio.

Municipal Court
The Mentor municipal judge tries 

all misdemeanors and ordinance 
violations occurring within the cities 
of Mentor and Mentor-on-the-Lake. 
Mentor Municipal Court hears traffic 
citation cases, civil cases valued up 
to $15,000, landlord/tenant cases 
and all small claims complaints val-
ued up to $3,000.  All felony cases 
are heard to determine probable 
cause and then bound over to the 
Lake County Common Pleas Court. 
The Court Probation Department 
oversees all persons placed on pro-
bation by the court for any offense.

Parks, Recreation
and Public Facilities

This department enhances the 
quality of life for residents through 
the development and maintenance 
of a diverse and comprehensive 
system of parks and recreational 
facilities.  The department’s areas of 
responsibility include: recreation for 
youth, teens, and adults; operating 
and maintaining municipal pools, ice 
arena, Black Brook Golf Course and 
Practice Center, senior citizens cen-
ter, Mentor Lagoons Nature Preserve 
& Marina, Wildwood Cultural Center 
several community centers; ceme-
tery operations; facility rentals; and 
maintaining city facilities and parks.

Police Department
The chief of police organizes, 

directs and coordinates all police 
resources to serve Mentor citizens.
• �Communications Center – Re-

ceives information and requests 
from the public and dispatches 
calls to police and fire personnel. 

• �Community Services – Officers 
maintain a strong and effective 
working relationship with citizens. 

• �Corrections – Provides for the 
safety and security of the Mentor 
jail and the care of inmates.

• ��Detective/Juvenile Bureau – 
Responsible for follow-up investi-
gations of all major felony crimes 
that occur in the school district, 
Lake County Juvenile Court and 
other youth service organizations 
in the community. 

• ��Patrol Services Bureau –  
Responsible for the protection of 
life and property, the preservation 
of peace, repression of crime, ap-
prehension of criminal suspects, 
prevention of delinquency, traffic 
direction and control, accident 
investigation, and traffic law en-
forcement. 

• �Records Bureau – Provides 
information to support the police 
department and assist the general 
public. 

• �Victim Assistance Program –
Serves victims of crime through 
information, crisis intervention, 
referrals and court advocacy.
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• Protected Private Harbor with 170 Floating Docks
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• Swimming Pool & Pickleball Courts
• Active Social Calendar
• Youth Sail Camp & Race Team
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9475 Pinecone Drive, Mentor9475 Pinecone Drive, Mentor
440.352.3191 • www.bessindustries.com440.352.3191 • www.bessindustries.com

GOODGOOD, , BETTERBETTER, , BESS!BESS!

FULL-SERVICE METAL FABRICATION FULL-SERVICE METAL FABRICATION 

N D U S T R I E S
L T D

Consumer Designs
Backyard Smokers • Furniture

• Artwork with flags, logos & more 

Corporate Projects
• Specialized One-Off Items

• Signage • Displays 

Public Works
Responsible for the construction 

and maintenance of city streets; the 
maintenance and operation of the 
storm water infrastructure system 
and the city’s traffic signal system; 
the management of the city’s fleet 
of vehicles and equipment; the city’s 
waste collection programs, and the 
maintenance and improvements 
of all municipal public lands, urban 
forestry and street trees.

BOARDS & 
COMMISSIONS 

More than 50 residents volunteer 
their expertise and input to city of-
ficials through their participation on 
city boards and commissions. 

These citizens are appointed by 
city council and represent a valuable 
resource by making recommenda-
tions on various municipal issues. 

For a listing of current members, 
or to inquire about a vacancy, con-
tact the city council office at 440-
974-5755.

Board of Building & Zoning
Appeals (BZA)

The seven-member board hears 
and determines appeals for excep-
tions to and variations from the city’s 
zoning and building codes to ensure 
that they remain in harmony with 
municipal ordinances and regula-
tions.  Members serve four-year 
terms.  Members meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at 
the municipal center.  Agendas are 
posted at cityofmentor.com.

Civil Service Commission
Ensures that consideration for 

appointments and promotions within 
the police and fire department’s 
classified service are made accord-
ing to merit and fitness, based on 
competitive examination. Three 
residents serve four-year terms. 

Community Arts Commission 
Fourteen members provide 

direction and assistance to the 
Parks, Recreation, & Public Facilities 
Department in developing cultural 
programs to suit the needs of the 
community.  Members serve three-
year terms. 

Fair Housing Board
Members serve three-year terms 

to review and oversee fair housing 
concerns. 

Lake County Combined 
General Health Board

Two residents are appointed to 
serve on this board to oversee the 
operations and programs of the 
Lake County Health Department.

Municipal Planning 
Commission

Members review all new indus-
trial and commercial buildings, 
subdivisions, rezoning requests, 
and conditional use permits.  Sev-
en members each serve four-year 
terms and meet every three weeks 
on Thursdays at 7 PM at the munici-
pal center.  Meetings are carried live 
on The Mentor Channel (Spectrum 
1024 and AT&T’s channel 99).  The 
meetings are also streamed live at 
TheMentorChannel.com.  Meeting 
agendas and archived meetings are 
also available at cityofmentor.com.

Tree Commission
Four members establish and ad-

minister Mentor’s Master Street Tree 
Plan.  Each serves a four-year term.

VOTER INFORMATION
You can vote if you — 

• �Are 18 years or older by  
Election Day; 

• Are a United States citizen; 
• Have lived in Ohio for 30 days; 
• �You are registered to vote prior to 

30 days before an election. 

You MUST register to vote if — 
• You are voting for the first time; 
• Your name has changed; 
• You have not voted in four years; 
• �You have moved since you last 

voted.

Register to vote at: 
• Lake County Board of Elections;
• �Online at olvr.ohiosos.gov.
Voter registration closes 30 days 

before an election. 
For more information contact the 

Board of Elections at 440-350-2700 
or visit lakeelections.com.
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Lake County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

A Job with Purpose that  
Fosters Lives with Purpose 

 

Support individuals and their families to  
identify and receive the services they need  

to lead safe, healthy, and fulfilling lives. 

Learn more at LakeBDD.org, call 440-350-5100  
or connect on social media @DeepwoodLakeDD. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS
Lake County
105 Main Street

Painesville, Ohio 44077 
lakecountyohio.gov 

800-899-5253

State of Ohio
Governor 

Mike DeWine
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 

77 S. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215

614-644-4357

Ohio House of Representatives
District 57

Jamie Callender
 77 S. High Street, 11th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215
614-644-6074 

Rep57@ohiohouse.gov

Ohio House of Representatives
District 23
Dan Troy

77 S. High Street, 10th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

614-466-7251 
Rep23@ohiohouse.gov  

Ohio State Senate District 18
Jerry C. Cirino

1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

614-644-7718 
cirino@ohiosenate.gov 

United States
House of Representatives 
Dave Joyce, Congressman 

14th District
1535 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515
202-225-5731 
Mentor Office

8500 Station Street
Mentor, OH 44060 

440-352-3939

Senate 
Bernie Moreno, Senator

SR-B33 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

202-224-2315
Cleveland Office

Carl B. Stokes U.S. Courthouse
801 W Superior Ave., STE 1400

Cleveland, OH 44113
216-522-7272

Jon Husted, Senator
SR-198 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510
202-224-3353 

Cleveland Office
1240 E. 9th Street, Room 3061 

Cleveland, OH 44199 
216-539-7877

STAY CONNECTED 
TO MENTOR 

On TV: �Spectrum Channel 1024, 
U-Verse Channel 99,  
TheMentorChannel.com,  
YouTube, ROKU, Apple, Fire, 
and Android. 

Online: cityofmentor.com 
On The Radio: 1620 AM
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Watch the Mentor Channel 
Spectrum 1024 • U-Verse 99 
ROKU • iTunes • Google Play
www.thementorchannel.com

Watch The Mentor Channel
Spectrum 1024 • U-Verse 99 • ROKU • iTunes • Google Play • Amazon Fire

www.TheMentorChannel.com

Dick’s Sporting Goods
Dillard’s
Bath & Body Works
SHOE DEPT. ENCORE
Express Factory Outlet
Buckle
PacSun

The Brew Kettle
Outback Steakhouse
Fuji Japan Steakhouse
The Original Hot Dog Factory
Bubble House

Round 1 Bowling and Amusement
Moonshot Bungee 
All Smiles Aboard Railroad
Comics and Friends
R Fun House

shop.
dine.

experience.

SEE ALL OF OUR RETAILERS HERE: 
SHOPGREATLAKESMALL.COM  



☕ Breakfast available
Dinner Only      
Live Music

Fine Dining
Austin’s Grill
8748 Mentor Avenue
(440) 701-6318
Noosa Bistro
9500 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 953-1088
Pastina Rustic Italian
9354 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-3117
Savoria Bar and Grill 
7703 Reynolds Road
(440) 951-7100
Skye Bistro & Pub 
8434 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-3572

Casual Dining
Aladdin’s Eatery
8870 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-5966
Another Broken Egg ☕ 
7890 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0704
Applebee’s Neighborhood  
Bar + Grille
9174 Mentor Avenue 
(440) 974-3777
BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
7880 Mentor Avenue
(440) 276-1360 

Bob Evans ☕
9232 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-9279
7680 Reynolds Road
(440) 946-7117
Campola’s Italian Bistro 
7224 Center Street
(440) 290-8676
Denny’s ☕
7700 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-3154
The Kitchen ☕
7519 Mentor Avenue
(440) 510-8111
Leolo Hospitality (Take-out only)
8488 Mentor Avenue
(440) 299-5123
Longhorn Steakhouse
9557 Mentor Avenue
(440) 639-5103
Mama Roberto’s Pizza & Pasta
8658 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-8890
Manhattan Deli ☕
8900 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-0055
Market Street  
Family Restaurant ☕
8450 Market Street
(440) 255-4962
Olive Garden
7740 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-9247

Outback Steakhouse 
7785 Plaza Boulevard
(440) 205-9505
Red Lobster
7744 Reynolds Road
(440) 946-6677
Scramblers ☕
9570 Mentor Avenue
(440) 350-6272
Smokey Bones 
Barbeque & Fire Grill
7725 Reynolds Road
(440) 942-0993
The Spot on Lakeshore ☕
7272 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 510-8504
Stani’s Family Restaurant
8900 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0332
TJ’s on the Avenue
7485 Mentor Avenue
(440) 953-5959
Village Inn
7800 Plaza Boulevard 
(440) 255-6960
Winking Lizard
9570 Mentor Avenue
(440) 354-2968
Yours Truly ☕
7280 Center Street
(440) 954-9393
Zappitelli’s
9570 Mentor Avenue
(440) 352-1185
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DINING
& ENTERTAINMENT 

Lake, Geauga & Cuyahoga Counties
familyTODAY'S

Now in our 22nd year!

Visit TodaysFamilyMagazine.com and sign up today!
The link is in the upper left corner of the home page.

Subscribe to our monthly 
EMAIL NEWSLETTER



Fast Casual
Beyond Juicery & Eatery
9379 Mentor Avenue
(440) 306-8587
Clean Eatz
9385 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-8528
CoreLife Eatery
7809 Mentor Avenue
(440) 701-6206
Five Guys
9180 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-1750
Mission BBQ
7787 Reynolds Road
(440) 236-2657
Panera Bread ☕
7373 Mentor Avenue
(440) 975-9022
9587 Mentor Avenue
(440) 639-1176 
Trios Italian Grille
7537 Mentor Avenue
(440) 571-5306
Verdi’s Italian Market
8720 Mentor Avenue
(440) 266-8400  

Zoup!
7327 Mentor Avenue
(440) 701-4110

Pizza
Cleveland Pizza Company
8510 Mentor Avenue
(440) 266-0800
Corduroy’s Pizza
9131 Jordan Drive
(440) 257-6000
Domino’s Pizza
7250 Center Street
(440) 290-9991
G-licious Pizza
7361 Center Street
(440) 290-8300
Gionino’s Pizza
7710 Lake Shore Drive
(440) 209-0000
Hungry Howie’s
9173 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-9595
J’s Pizza Market
7404 Center Street
(440) 974-0919

Jet’s Pizza
6854 Center Street 
(440) 578-8111
Longo’s Italian  
Restaurant & Pizza
7314 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 946-8222
8907 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-8282
Maxim’s 
6966 Heisley Road
(440) 257-9070 
Papa John’s
6289 Reynolds Road
(440) 209-1901
Pizza Hut Pickup/Delivery
7345 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-0215 
9225 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-3299
Primoz Pizza
9520 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 352-1352
Villa Fresh Italian Kitchen
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 205-0577
Vito’s Pizza
9228 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-5528 

Bars, Pubs & Clubs
Billy’s Martini Bar
7338 Industrial Park Boulevard
(440) 585-8815 
The Brew Kettle
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 290-7106
Buffalo Wild Wings
9566 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 352-2999
Bumpers Bar & Grille
7123 Mentor Avenue
(440) 953-1662
Delaney’s Chase Inn
8702 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-6645
Happy Moose Bar & Grill
7693 Reynolds Road
(440) 953-9464 
Hooley House 
Sports Pub & Grille
7861 Reynolds Road
(440) 942-6611
Mean Mugs Pub
7061 Chillicothe Road
(440) 290-7966
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Dial-a-Ride

Schedule a reservation at laketran.com
or call 440-354-6100

Dial-a-Ride

Park-n-Ride

17 daily departures to Cleveland from
8 Park-n-Ride locations

Park-n-Ride 10-12

Local Routes

Monday - Friday: 5 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Local Routes 1-9

Proudly serving 
Lake County for 50 years

1-800-LAKETRAN I www.laketran.com

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE



Nostalgia Lounge
8484 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0741
Red, Wine & Brew
9620 Old Johnnycake Road
(440) 210-0024
Rounder’s Lounge
9175 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-4773
Shamrock Inn
7500 Mentor Avenue
(440) 946-3111
Tommy Boy’s Pub
8330 Tyler Boulevard
(440) 290-0241
Three O Six Lounge
7377 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-3557 
Toth’s Place
6966 Heisley Road
(440) 974-1390
Toth’s Too
7079 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 525-5565

Asian
Asian Chao
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 255-4370
Asian Feastery
7413 Mentor Avenue
(440) 527-8102
Bibibop Asian Grill
7851 Reynolds Road
(440) 497-6773
Bluefin Hibachi & Sushi Bar
8820 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-7383
China Wok & Grill
7573 Mentor Avenue
(440) 269-8388
Fuji Buffet & Grill
9130 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-8878
Fuji Japan Steakhouse
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 205-1888
Hop Hing Chinese Restaurant
9407 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-2005
Hunan Lake Chinese Cuisine
7357 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-0030
Imperial Dragon
8310 Tyler Boulevard
(440) 534-1063

The Indian Kitchen
9552 Mentor Avenue
(440) 650-0060
Issho Ni Poke Bar
9570 Mentor Avenue
(440) 754-8204
Maki Mentor
9582 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 853-8685
Panda Express
9184 Mentor Avenue
(440) 266-1799
Sumo Boy Sushi 
and Teriyaki House
9393 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-8858
Thai Orchid
7329 Mentor Avenue
(440) 942-6752
Vietnamese Pho & Grill
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 266-9008
YTM Sushi
9179 Mentor Avenue
(440) 269-9841

Fast Food
Arby’s
7719 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 209-8866
7690 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-9177
7715 Reynolds Road
(440) 942-2432
Bruegger’s Bagels ☕
9210 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-9350
Burger King ☕
5725 Heisley Road
(440) 352-8890 
Charley’s Philly Steaks
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 255-8932
Chick-fil-A ☕
9611 Mentor Avenue
(440) 354-2924
Chickndip
7850 Mentor Avenue
Dave’s Cosmic Subs
9664 Mentor Avenue
(440) 639-1969 
Fast Food continued on page 70
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Bars, Pubs & Clubs cont’d

By appointment only.  Contact us:
flourishwellnessspa@yahoo.com  |  (440) 856-5280

• Decrease pain
• Increase flexibility
• Reduce neurological issues
•  Balance cardiovascular system

• Improve digestion
• Release blockages
• Reduce stress & anxiety
• Improve sleep

FREE 
Spinal Flow Session

FREE 
Spinal Assessment

Vagus Nerve Reset
Spinal Flow

STAY UP TO DATE

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE



DiBella’s Subs
7824 Reynolds Road
(440) 918-1760
Dynamite Dawgs
6312 Center Street 
(440) 290-0286
Jersey Mike’s Subs
9372 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-8011
7681 Mentor Avenue
(440) 306-8053 
Jimmy John’s
7338 Mentor Avenue
(440) 942-2600
Kuhar’s Carryout (Take-out only)
8030 Broadmoor Road
(440) 951-1000 
Long John Silver’s
7390 Mentor Avenue
(440) 942-1599
McDonald’s ☕
8380 Broadmoor Road
(440) 942-5522
5745 Heisley Road
(440) 357-7507

McDonald’s (cont’d)
8775 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-6177
7700 Reynolds Road
(440) 946-9492 
Mr. Hero
7488 Mentor Avenue
(440) 946-3995 
8895 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-7200
The Original Hotdog Factory
7850 Mentor Avenue 
(440) 290-7141
Original Steak & Hoagies
9229 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0506
Penn Station East Coast Subs
7240 Mentor Avenue
(440) 954-7366 
9383 Mentor Avenue
(440) 534-1861
Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen
7635 Mentor Avenue
Raising Cane’s
6888 Center Street
(440) 657-3102 

Scooter’s World Famous 
Dawg House
9600 Blackbrook Road
(440) 354-8480 
Steak-n-Shake
9530 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 639-8734
Subway
9514 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 358-1668
7652 Mentor Avenue
(440) 946-7890 
8318 Tyler Boulevard
(440) 266-2000
Taco Bell
7753 Mentor Avenue
(440) 942-1261 
9486 Mentor Avenue
(440) 392-0319
9500 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 299-7165
8351 Tyler Boulevard
(440) 974-8650
Tommy’s Old 
Fashioned Sandwiches 
7671 Mentor Avenue
(440) 975-1570 
Wendy’s
6866 Center Street
(440) 205-0247

Mexican
Azteca
9515 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 350-7039 
Chipotle
7787 Reynolds Road
(440) 220-4781
9188 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-0759
Coco Locos
7501 Mentor Avenue
(440) 918-1503
Condado Tacos 
7720 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0657 
Don Tequila
9439 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-1688
El Rodeo
7601 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-8740
Federales Burrito Grill
8787 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0448
Moe’s Southwest Grill
9710 Mentor Avenue
(440) 579-5115
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Fast Food cont’d

A Heavenly Helper Home Care provides reliable  
in-home care for individuals needing help with  
personal care, light house keeping and compan-
ionship. A Heavenly Helper Home Care strives to 
give an exceptional level of care to all our clients. 
Our agency is owned and operated by a registered 
nurse with 25 years experience and we are fully 
licensed, bonded and insured.

8324 TYLER BLVD., MENTOR
440-205-8277 • hhahomecare.com

• Flexible hours 
• Competitive salary 
• Weekly pay 
• Training available 

NOW HIRING
Care Partners

Home
Office

Apartment

Celebrating Over 28 
Years of Excellent Service!

mrmoverohio.com    440.951.4979
FREE ESTIMATES

MR. MOVER

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE



Coffee, Sweets & Treats
Addicted Coffee Bar (In Meijer)
9200 Mentor Avenue
(440) 226-6618
Arctic Blast Bites
9179 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0016
Calico Jack Roastery
8595 Mentor Avenue
(440) 862-0382 
Chali Tea Shop
9516 Diamond Centre Drive
Confectionary Cupboard
7300 Center Street
(440) 205-5300
Crumbl Cookies
9662 Mentor Avenue
(440) 754-0601
Dairy Queen
7695 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-5588
9575 Diamond Centre Drive
(440) 354-3004
Del Monte’s Italian Treats
7850 Mentor Avenue
(440) 496-4996

Dunkin’ Donuts ☕
7825 Mentor Avenue
(440) 942-0399
7742 Lake Shore Boulevard
(440) 257-7790
East Coast Original Custard
7577 Mentor Avenue
(440) 946-2595
Edible Arrangements
8644 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-6824
Empower Nutrition
7659 Mentor Avenue
(216) 554-7715
FroYo Twist Frozen Yogurt 
7267 Center Street
(440) 974-1001
9662 Mentor Avenue
(440) 853-8017
Gloria Jean’s Coffees
Great Lakes Mall
(440) 255-5918
Golden Crust Bakery ☕
8893 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-0601 
Great Harvest Bread Co. 
9440 Mentor Avenue
(440) 205-8199

The Human Bean
8764 Mentor Avenue
(440) 290-0630
Malley’s Chocolates 
& Ice Cream
8920 Mentor Avenue
(440) 974-1440
Nothing Bundt Cakes
6990 Heisley Road 
(216) 340-6411
Pulp Juice and Smoothie Bar ☕
9227 Mentor Avenue
(440) 266-0900 
Smoothie King
7322 Mentor Avenue
(440) 510-8055 
Starbucks ☕
9377 Mentor Avenue
(440) 255-2300
7715 Mentor Avenue
(440) 975-2996
9669 Mentor Avenue (In Target)
(440) 210-5053
7827 Reynolds Road
(440) 956-6837
8323 Tyler Boulevard
440-534-9011
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the store that builds homes.

Store Hours:
Wednesday - Saturday: 9AM - 5PM

Donation Drop-off Hours:
Tuesday: 10AM - 3PM
Wednesday - Saturday: 9AM - 4PM

Appliances
Building Materials
Cabinets
Doors
Electrical Items
Furniture
Hardware
Home Décor
Housewares
Lawn & Garden
Lighting
Plumbing 
Small Appliances
Tools

Items we accept: schedule

FREE
pickup

Donate or Shop: 34225 Vine Street | Eastlake OH 44095 | 440-226-3212

www.lake-geaugahabitat.org

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE



© 2025 University Hospitals   REG 2982085

Our experts have been taking care of Lake County residents for over 120 years. 
By providing access to the most innovative therapies through primary, specialty and emergency 
care, we are here to keep you and your family healthy no matter what comes your way.

AT  U H  L A K E  W E S T  &  T R I P O I N T  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R S

Emergency Care
Level III Trauma at  
UH Lake West Medical Center

Bariatric Surgery

Heart & Vascular

General Surgery

Orthopedics

Our vast network of UH providers have advanced expertise, including:

Scan the QR code, visit UHhospitals.org/Lake  
or call 440-481-1797.

Schedule an appointment online or by phone. 

Women’s Health Pediatrics And More

Pain Management

UH Lake West Medical Center
36000 Euclid Avenue
Willoughby, Ohio 44094

UH Tripoint Medical Center
7590 Auburn Road
Concord Township, Ohio 44077

Bringing Nationally Recognized  
Expertise to our Community


