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Strong

he City of Mentor moved up to the sixth place in the State of Ohio in total retail sales volume according to

the latest Census of Retail Trade Report recently released by the U.S. Census Bureau. The City also advanced

in rank among food & drinking places in the state from seventh place to sixth place. In addition, our state

ranking for manufacturing companies remained steady at seventh place.
This is great news for Mentor residents because increased sales volume and
a strong manufacturing base helps the city provide residents with exceptional

city services without raising taxes.

In case you didn’t know, the City of Mentor has one of the lowest property
tax rates in Lake County. Our municipal income tax rate of 2% has not
increased since the 1980s. While the City receives only a small percentage of
property taxes, municipal income tax accounts
for 66% of our General Fund. As a result of our
strong retail and manufacturing sectors, two of
every three dollars used to provide city services
is paid by non-residents who work in our City.

Mentor is a shopping and dining destination
with nearly 170 restaurants and independent
shops as well as most major retailers. Increased
retail sales and steady manufacturing are great
for our bottom line because they help provide
other amenities for our residents — including our
outstanding parks system. Mentor has over 1200
acres of park land with almost 50 additional acres
added last year with the purchase of Springbrook
Gardens on Heisley Road. The City also maintains
recreation facilities including three swimming pools, an
ice arena, as well as what is regarded as one of the leading
Senior Centers in Northeast Ohio. Another benefit is a
low cost garbage/yard waste/bulk item collection.

We work hard to keep Mentor’s economy strong by
partnering with existing businesses and attracting new
retail and manufacturing entities to the City. It all adds
up to a great community and a great place to live.

Avoid Scams

The holidays are nearly upon us. It’s a time for sharing and caring but it’s also the time of year that scammers take

advantage of people’s good will for their own gain.

Its unfortunate, but we live in a world where criminals will do anything they can to steal personal information.

Senior citizens are often targeted as they are more trusting of individuals and more likely to share information freely:.

Scams and identity theft can occur through a telephone call, email, regular mail, or in person at your front door.

The Mentor Police Department cautions all residents to be vigilant in guarding personal information and avoid

becoming a victim.

Never provide personal information over the phone unless you initiated the call.

Remember government agencies will contact you by mail not the phone. They will not call
you demanding payment or confirming identity. (IRS and Jury Duty scams)

Avoid correspondence advising you have already won or are eligible to win a prize or large
sum of money. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

Verify the identity of any person asking to enter your home. Ask to see identification and
who sent them.

Never throw away documents that identify you in any way. Use a shredder to destroy
unneeded documents.

If you think that you have been the target of a scam or identity theft, please report it to the Mentor Police
Department at (440) 255-1234. Your cooperation may save another person from becoming a victim.
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Holiday Closings

Mentor City Offices will be closed
on Friday, December 25th and on
Friday, January 1st in observance of
Christmas and New Year’s Day. City
offices will also be closed Monday,
January 18th in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Yard Waste Collection Update
The 2015 Yard
Waste Collection
Program ends
December 18th.
Residents with
service through
Waste Management
can set out up

to 25 bags or bundles of yard
waste through that date. Curbside
collection will resume in April 2016.

Emergency Notification

Stay up to date on all City news and
upcoming events by downloading
the City of Mentor App which
features a calendar, news feed

and emergency alert system which
pushes notifications directly to
your mobile device. This free app
is compatible with iOS, Android &
Windows devices. Search for “City
of Mentor” on iTunes, Google Play
and Windows Phone App Store.

Visit Wildwood
Wildwood Cultural
Center will host
holiday Open
Houses on Tuesday,
December 1 &

15 from 1 -3 PM
and on Thursday,
December 3 & 17 from 5 to 7 PM.
Enjoy hot chocolate and fresh
baked cookies as you go on a
self-guided tour of the beautifully
decorated Manor House. Highlights
include the O-Scale train display

by the Ohio Toy Train Society and
Santa’s workshop. Admission is free.
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Black Brook Is Open
Black Brook Golf
Course is open all
year long. Take
advantage of
winter rates and
play a round of
golf. Remember, if
it's nice out, they're
open.




NEW MENTOR

Mentor resident Thomas G. Matowitz, Jr. has written
a new book about the history of our community.

Mentor chronicles the history of Mentor through rare photos and interesting stories. This new book
features 186 images and tells the story of Mentor from our settlement in 1797, to the thriving City
it is today. The volume also highlights citizens who have helped shape the community — including
local farmers, wealthy Cleveland industrialists, a Civil War Medal of Honor recipient as well as the
20" President of the United States, James A. Garfield.

Mentor is a part of Arcadia Publishing’s Portraits of America series and is available

at Barnes & Noble and other local bookstores as well as amazon.com.
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Calendar
of Events

December 1

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
Mentor Municipal Center

6:00 PM

Free

THE MENTOR K

December 6
Wildwood Holiday Display
& Craft Show

Protect & Serve Tavern [ermpes

During the holidays, after-work celebrations, Christmas parties and family gatherings fill the calendar. Admission: $1

While the opportunities to socialize increase, so does the number of people who drink alcohol and then December 11

get behind the wheel. Wildwood Singers Holiday Concert
It is projected that over 700 people will be injured or killed each day between Thanksgiving and New Mentor Senior Center

Year’s Day in impaired driving accidents on our nation’s highways. 'Zrzg PM
The Lake County Crime Prevention Task Force, the Lake County Chiefs of Police Association and

the Lake County Safe Communities Coalition are teaming up to remind people to drive sober during the December 11 & 12

holiday season. Santa’s Wild Workshop
Mentor Police Chief Knight, along with and other local police chiefs, judges and celebrity guests, will i/':/itlld‘.jv‘o’\cl)zogz tural Center

once again be serving nonalcoholic drinks at the Protect and Serve Tavern on Saturday, December 12" Ages 3 - 12

from Noon to 4 PM. at the Great Resident: $14/child
Nonresident: $17/child

Call (440) 974-5720

Lakes Mall. This event serves to
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remind everyone to drive sober

this holiday season. Local Police February 5

Little Princess Valentine’s Dance
Dads & Daughters age 4+
Mentor Senior Center

Chiefs and Judges will act as
bartenders, serving non-alcoholic

drinks and snacks to mall

N 7 - 8:30 PM
SNOPPELS. Resident: $12/person, .
Stop by and pick up free Nonresident: $15/person A

recipes for nonalcoholic beverages Call: (440) 974-5720

-
and remember to celebrate the

holidays safely Visit cityofmentor.com, or call (440) 974-5720

for information on city events.
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Skate Into The Holidays

°
ake memories that last a lifetime by bringing your family to our special holiday events at the Mentor Ice CO n St r u Ct I O n

Arena. Enjoy a free performance by the Mentor Figure Skating Club, have lunch and skate with Santa, The following projects are scheduled

or come to a special Holiday Open Skate — It’s all happening this holiday season at the Mentor Ice Arenal! over the next few months:
Lunch & Skate with Santa Holiday Open Skates PARKS
Saturday, December 12 December 26 — January 4 B Mentor Lagoons West Beach Revetment
Noon —3:30 PM 12 -2 PM, 2:30 - 4:30 PM, Repairs: Repairs to the beach along Lake
Admission: $10 7 =9 PM (except Jan.4) Erie on the west side of the Mentor Lagoons
Preregister by calling 974-5730 will take place over the winter. Approximately

600 feet of shoreline will be reinforced with
6,000 tons of armor stone to prevent further
erosion from occurring.

Holiday Figure Skating Performance
Sunday, December 20

345 PM

A special holiday performance
featuring the Mentor Figure Skating
Club, Mentor Ice Diamonds and
Learn to Skate students.

Admission: Free

ROADS

B Heisley Road Phase 3: Construction
operations will be wrapping up for the season
in early December and will resume next
spring. Over the winter months, the various
utility companies will continue with their utility
relocations. Completion of the roadway is
expected to be late 2016.

B Plaza Boulevard Extension: All roadway
construction outside of the railroad’s rights-of-
way have been completed. Norfolk Southern

& CSX are expected to install the railroad

crossings in 2016. Project completion is

dependent on their construction schedule.
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Don’t Put Those Clubs Away! RRECEURLERLTE

It's that time of year and snow will be upon us before
F-f-f-fore! Now in its ninth year, the Lake County Chili Open has become a winter tradition. This year’s we know it. Even though it might be tempting to
event will be held at Black Brook Golf Course & Practice Center on Saturday, January 23™. scatter some salt on your driveway or sidewalks

to help get rid of the snow, please think twice this
winter. When the snow melts, it washes into a nearby
storm sewer and ends up in a stream — taking all the
fund community organizations that serve Lake salt with it. Salt in our waterways is harmful to the fish
and other living organisms.

The 9 hole course will challenge your skills and provide the most fun you've ever had at a tournament.

The best part is that proceeds from the Chili Open benefit the United Way of Lake County, which helps

County residents. Since its inception, almost
$20,000 has been raised. Cost is just $18 and
includes golf fees, chili and hot chocolate. Register
today by calling (440) 974-5720.

Try to minimize the amount of salt you use, by
following these tips:

Bundle up and shovel if you are physically able.
Once you are done shoveling, then sparingly put
salt down on icy areas only if necessary.

You can mix the salt with sand. You'll use less salt and
the sand will provide some traction on the pavement.
Apply salt with a fertilizer spreader for even
application.

Sweep up extra salt you find after a storm and
save it for the next snowfall.

Do your part to protect

our watershed. For more
information, contact the
City of Mentor Building and
Engineering Department at
(440) 255-1100.
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Welcome!

Are you new to Mentor?
Let us know and we'll send
you a New Resident Packet.
Call us at (440) 974-5794

or send an e-mail to

pubinfo@cityofmentor.com.

& Printed on recycled paper
using 25% post-consumer
waste. FSC Certified

SPECIAL

is produced quarterly to inform Mentor residents.

Published by The City of Mentor
8500 Civic Center Boulevard
Mentor, Ohio 44060

Ante Logarusic, Editor

(440) 974-5794
logarusic@cityofmentor.com

www.cityofmentor.com
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This publication was printed exclusively

with Biglocity™ environmentally responsible inks.

Recycle Your Christmas Tree

MENTOR CITY COUNCIL

Some people prefer the convenience of an artificial tree
while others favor the nostalgia of a live tree. If you're
putting up a live tree, please consider recycling it at one of
four drop-off sites after the holidays. While the pine mulch
is too acidic to use in flower beds and around landscaping,
it is the perfect material to help stabilize muddy trails.

The City has hosted Christmas tree drop off sites for over
20 years in an effort to keep biodegradable yard waste out
of the landfill. On average, over 1000 trees are collected
and recycled each year, helping both the City and the
environment! Reduce, reuse and recycle are the steps to

a greener environment, and reusing Christmas trees is

just one way the City and its residents are helping make
Mentor just a bit greener as well.

LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE DROPOFF LOCATIONS
e Edward R. Walsh Park, 7221 Bellflower Road

e Eleanor B. Garfield Park, 7967 Mentor Avenue
* Donald E. Krueger Park, 7556 Chillicothe Road
® Morton Park, 9325 Rosemary Lane

Be advised that trees
left curbside will not
be picked up. Also,
remember to remove
all decorations before
leaving your tree in the
designated area. Drop-
off sites are open until
January 31st.
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meeting information

Mentor City Council*

Mentor Municipal Center, 7 PM
December 1

January 5, 19

February 2, 16

Board of Building & Zoning Appeals
Mentor Municipal Center, 7 PM
December 8

January 12

February 9

I
s

Municipal Planning Commission*
Mentor Municipal Center, 7 PM
December 3

January 21

February 11

Tree Commission
Mentor Municipal Center, 3:30 PM

Seated |-r: Bruce R. Landeg, Council President Ray Kirchner and December 9
Council Vice President Janet A. Dowling. Standing I-r: Matthew E. January 13
Donovan, Robert M. Shiner, John A. Krueger and Scott J. Marn. February 10

Council meetings are held the first and third Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Municipal Center. Meetings are open to the public and can be viewed
live on Time Warner Channel 12 or 96.12 and on AT&T U-verse Channel
99 as well as www.thementorchannel.com. To reach a member of City
Council call (440) 974-5755 or email citycouncil@cityofmentor.com.

*These meetings are broadcast live on the
Mentor Channel. Time Warner channel 96.12
or 12; on ATT U-verse channel 99, and online
and on demand at The MentorChannel.com

Ready:...Set...Snow!

eing ready when the snow flies is the responsibility of the Mentor Public Works

Department and its a job they take seriously. Preparation takes place well before a

flake hits the ground to make sure that Mentor roads are cleared in a timely manner so
drivers can safely get where they need to go.

Public Works keeps a close eye on weather reports to plan for potential events days in advance.

Before an imminent snowfall, hills and bridges are pretreated with a mixture of salt brine
and beet juice to help reduce slick surfaces.

During a storm, plows concentrate on clearing the main roadways, followed by side streets
and finally, cul-de-sacs. Road salt is used primarily to treat hills, curves and intersections. Salt
is used only when deemed necessary due to cost as well as environmental concerns.

With almost 500 lane miles of roads within the city limits, our drivers work hard to keep
traffic moving during the winter months. Despite these efforts, the roads can be slippery when
snow is falling and neighborhood streets — S
may be snow covered until much later I."
in the day. Motorists are reminded I
to slow down and keep an eye
out for plows and safety
vehicles that are hard
at work keeping

Mentor roads clear.

Helping Residents Stay Connected
The Mentor Channel | cityofmentor.com | 3 €3 3 & /cityofmentor | 1620 AM




